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Nine Principles that might make us better stewards:

1. Stewardship is grounded in faith: the radical conviction that God gifts us and calls us to use those gifts for the building of the kingdom. (1 Cor. 12:4-11)  Some gifts are personal for our own spiritual, physical, psychological, and social needs. Other gifts are given primarily for the well-being of others. Stewardship challenges us to have a balance in these two types of gifts.

2. The central obligation of stewardship is accountability. (Mt. 25:31-46)  One day we will give an account of what has been trusted to us. The Lord will ask what we have done with the life entrusted to us, and we long to hear His words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
3. We must be stewards of time, talent and temporal goods. (Mt. 25-14-30) The “basic call is to a spirit of generosity and sacrifice. Grace is needed to have a generous and gracious heart to live out stewardship in all three areas.” What part did God hold back?
4. Stewardship faces the obstacles of greed, selfishness, and irresponsibility. (Lk. 12:13-21) When a basic option is made for “self” to the exclusion of others, stewardship becomes an impossibility. 
5. Stewardship has a built-in tension that balances out the individual good and the common good. (Phil. 4:10-20) We are call to a lived sense of the common good. Certain institutions and programs are necessary for the good of all, and we are called to be stewards of those institutions.
6. Stewardship is more a way of life than it is a single, particular action. (Mk. 10:28-31) There are no transitory stewards—people who might claim the title of steward by a one-time donation of time, talent or treasure. 
7. Stewardship is a dynamic reality that changes according to giftedness and circumstances. (Lk. 10:1-16)  Nothing stays the same. Cultural circumstance, financial resources, personal gifts, physical abilities, etc. all fluctuate. Stewards must be flexible and creative.
8. Stewardship provides a “spiritual technology” by which a person translates faith vision into faith life. (James 1:19-27)  Stewardship allows us to take our call to be a sharing and caring community, and live out its values in our daily lives.
9. Stewardship is grounded in prayer and conditioned by discipline. (Mt. 6:7-21) A solid prayer life necessarily leads to stewardship—faith in action. Through discipline and self-denial, we are alert to the lives and needs of others.
