3 Sunday Stewardship Gospels
THE LIST WHICH FOLLOWS covers all three cycles of the Lectionary and indicates those Sundays in which the assigned gospel lends itself to a stewardship homily.

There are, of course an almost unlimited number of concepts about stewardship and an equally unlimited number of approaches to the subject.

For example:

· Stewardship means acknowledging with gratitude the blessings we have received from God by offering a portion of them for the Church and the poor.

· The gifts of time, talent, and treasure we possess are not to be hoarded but to be shared with others for building a better church and world.

· Practicing stewardship or tithing requires both generosity and trust.

· Total stewardship involves a change of heart, a conversion of sorts, and really is a way of life, not a one time only, stop-gap measure.

· Distinguishing between needs and wants is critical for Catholics in an advertising-saturated environment that fosters consumerism and materialism.

· Those who take a step in faith and follow the principles of stewardship experience great spiritual rewards-joy, peace, and freedom among others.

· The notion of recognizing God as the giver of every good gift has its roots in the Bible, in the liturgy, and in our Catholic traditions.

· Offering the first fruits of our labor, the very best we have, by making our donations off the top before we use gifts for anything else, places God at the head of our priority list.  Life here is short; life in the world to come is forever.  We can only take our good works with us, not the things we possess.

Constantly using “stewardship” in homilies or frequently repeating a nearly identical message will weary or even annoy parishioners and minimize the impact of the preaching.  But speaking often on the subject in subtle, varying, creative and interesting ways will little by little raise the consciousness of people in the parish.

Using this booklet should help preachers plan stewardship homilies.  Keeping copies of the remarks or at least an outline of them in a file with this publication may avoid repeating ideas, stories, or phrases.

A CYCLE

	Sunday
	Gospel
	Stewardship Message

	2nd Sunday of Advent
	Matt 3:1-12
	“Reform your lives…. Give evidence that you mean to reform.”

	3rd Sunday of Advent
	Matt 4:12-17
	“Reform your lives.”

	8th Sunday of the Year
	Matt 6:24-34
	“No man can serve two masters.  He will either hate one and love the other or be attentive to one and despise the other.”

	4th Sunday of Lent
	John 9:1-41
	“We must do the deeds of him who sent me while it is still day.”

	2nd Sunday of Easter
	John 20:19-31
	“As the Father has sent me so I send you.”

	6th Sunday of Easter
	John 14:15-21
	“He who obeys the commandments he has from me is the one who loves me.”

	Pentecost Sunday
	John 20:19-23
	“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

	13th Sunday of the Year
	Matt 10:37-42
	“You can be sure that whoever gives even a drink of cold water to one of the least of my followers, will certainly receive a reward.”

	18th Sunday of the Year
	Matt 14:13-21
	“Give them something to eat yourselves.”

	22nd Sunday of the Year
	Matt 15:21-27
	“…he will repay each one according to his conduct.”

	30th Sunday of the Year
	Matt 22:34-40
	“You shall love the Lord your God…You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

	33rd Sunday of the Year
	Matt 24:14-30
	Parable of the silver pieces


B CYCLE
	1st Sunday of Advent
	Mark 13:33-37
	“He leaves home and leaves his servants in charge, each with his own task.”

	Epiphany
	Matt 2:1-12
	“Then they opened…”

	3rd Sunday of the Year
	Mark 1:14-20
	“Reform your lives and believe in the good news.”

	2nd Sunday of Lent
	Mark 9:2-10
	“This is my son, my beloved.  Listen to him.”

	5th Sunday of Lent
	John 12-30-33
	“If anyone would serve me, let him follow me.”

	5th Sunday of Easter
	John 15:1-8
	“He who lives in me and I in him will produce abundantly.”

	6th Sunday of Easter
	John 15:9-17
	“This is my commandment: love one another as I have love you…it was I who chose you to go forth and bear fruit.”

	10th Sunday of the Year
	Mark 3:20-35
	“Whoever does the will of God is brother and sister and mother to me.”

	15th Sunday of the Year
	Mark 6:7-13
	“Jesus called the Twelve and sent them out two by two…They worked many cures.”

	18th Sunday of the Year
	John 6:24-35
	“You should not be working for perishable food but for food that remains unto life eternal.”

	25th Sunday of the Year
	Mark 9:30-37
	“If anyone wishes to rank first, he must remain the last one of all and the servant of all.”

	28th Sunday of the Year
	Mark 10:17-30
	“Go and sell what you have and give to the poor; you will then have treasure in heaven.”

	32nd Sunday of the Year
	Mark 12:38-44
	“They gave from their surplus wealth, but she gave from her want, all that she had to live on.”


C CYCLE

	3rd Sunday of Advent
	Luke 3:10-18
	“Let the man with two coats give to him who has none.  The man who has food should do the same.

	3rd Sunday of the Year
	Luke 1:1-4; 

        4:14-21
	“He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor.”

	7th Sunday of the Year
	Luke 6:27-38
	“Give, and it shall be given to you…For the measure you measure with will be measured back to you.”

	8th Sunday of the Year
	Luke 6:39-45
	“A good tree does not produce decayed fruit any more than a decayed tree produces good fruit.  Each tree is known by its yield.’

	2nd Sunday of Easter
	John 20:19-31
	“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

	3rd Sunday of Easter
	John 21:1-19
	“Jesus told them, ‘Tend my sheep…Feed my sheep.’”

	Pentecost Sunday
	John 20:19-23
	“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

	15th Sunday of the Year
	Luke 10:25-37
	Parable of the Good Samaritan

	19th Sunday of the Year
	Luke 12:32-48
	“Wherever your treasure lies, there your heart will be.”

	25th Sunday of the Year
	Luke 16:1-13
	“You cannot give yourself to God and money.”

	26th Sunday of the Year
	Luke 16:19-31
	Parable of the rich man and Lazarus

	31st Sunday of the Year
	Luke 19:1-10
	“I give half my belongings, Lord, to the poor.”


