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Celebrate and honor the contributions of African Americans and all Black people; 

from the enslaved people first brought over from Africa in the early 17th century 

to African Americans living in the United States today.  Black History Month is a 

time to consider how we can create more justice in our daily lives, how we can 

help education institutions become places in which all the students they serve,   

especially African American students, thrive and how can we make sure that all 

families, particularly those from African American backgrounds, feel welcome in 

all aspects of life.  

 

 

 

During Black History Month, let us pause and reflect on our own biases,           

stereotypes, gaps in knowledge, and relationships across racial differences so 

that we can be leaders in creating a system in which equity, inclusion, and social 

justice are at the forefront.  
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Black History Month events around  

Charlotte and surrounding areas  

 Feb 17th - Family First: Black History on Canvas – Harvey B Gantt Center for 

African-American Arts Culture - https://www.ganttcenter.org/calendar/family

-first-black-history-on-canvas/ 

 Feb 17th - A Sign Of The Times 2024 Annual Black History Concert - https://

www.eventbrite.com/e/a-sign-of-the-times-2024-annual-black-history-concert

-tickets-812419938907#:~:text=A%20Sign%20Of%20The%20Times,at%204%

3A00%20PM%20%7C%20Eventbrite  

 Feb 17th – Town of Huntersville Black History Month Celebration - https://

www.visitlakenorman.org/event/black-history-month-celebration/18424/ 

 Feb 18th - KAA-MaCC Black History Month Celebration featuring the WNT 

Exhibition & Talk with Jerry Taliaferro - https://allevents.in/kannapolis/kaa-

macc-black-history-month-celebration-featuring-the-wnt-exhibition-and-talk-

with-jerry-taliaferro/200025997735850 

 Feb 22nd – 24th - African American Heritage Festival 2024 – Charlotte Muse-

um of History https://charlottemuseum.org/programs-events/events/african-

american-heritage-festival/  

 Feb 24th - Purple Dreams – The Independent Picture House https://

independentpicturehouse.org/upcoming-films/  

 Feb 24th - Cain Center For the Arts; Black History Month 2024 Celebration - 

https://cainarts.org/black-history-month/  

 Feb 24th - By Way of the Back Door: Arts & Cultural Contributions – Historic 

Brattonsville - https://chmuseums.org/event/bwbd-4/  

https://www.ganttcenter.org/calendar/family-first-black-history-on-canvas/
https://www.ganttcenter.org/calendar/family-first-black-history-on-canvas/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-sign-of-the-times-2024-annual-black-history-concert-tickets-812419938907#:~:text=A%20Sign%20Of%20The%20Times,at%204%3A00%20PM%20%7C%20Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-sign-of-the-times-2024-annual-black-history-concert-tickets-812419938907#:~:text=A%20Sign%20Of%20The%20Times,at%204%3A00%20PM%20%7C%20Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-sign-of-the-times-2024-annual-black-history-concert-tickets-812419938907#:~:text=A%20Sign%20Of%20The%20Times,at%204%3A00%20PM%20%7C%20Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-sign-of-the-times-2024-annual-black-history-concert-tickets-812419938907#:~:text=A%20Sign%20Of%20The%20Times,at%204%3A00%20PM%20%7C%20Eventbrite
https://www.visitlakenorman.org/event/black-history-month-celebration/18424/
https://www.visitlakenorman.org/event/black-history-month-celebration/18424/
https://allevents.in/kannapolis/kaa-macc-black-history-month-celebration-featuring-the-wnt-exhibition-and-talk-with-jerry-taliaferro/200025997735850
https://allevents.in/kannapolis/kaa-macc-black-history-month-celebration-featuring-the-wnt-exhibition-and-talk-with-jerry-taliaferro/200025997735850
https://allevents.in/kannapolis/kaa-macc-black-history-month-celebration-featuring-the-wnt-exhibition-and-talk-with-jerry-taliaferro/200025997735850
https://charlottemuseum.org/programs-events/events/african-american-heritage-festival/
https://charlottemuseum.org/programs-events/events/african-american-heritage-festival/
https://independentpicturehouse.org/upcoming-films/
https://independentpicturehouse.org/upcoming-films/
https://cainarts.org/black-history-month/
https://chmuseums.org/event/bwbd-4/
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The National Black Catholic Congress XIII   

    Pastoral Plan of Action is Here!   

 The last gathering of Black Catholics was held 
July 20-23, 2023 (Congress XIII), and using 
the survey results from the attendees, the   
Pastoral Planning Committee created a draft 
plan. The draft went to several Black Catholic 
theologians, academics, pastors, etc. for         
review. The final document reflects their      
considered feedback, and we believe this PPA 
will prove to be the best yet. 
 
The Pastoral Planning Committee was tasked 
with creating a guideline that Offices of Black 
Catholic Ministry or Multicultural Ministry 
could use to construct a Pastoral Plan that was 
targeted to the issues of concern to the Black 
Catholic communities within each (arch)
diocese. We believe they surpassed our          
expectations and have written a document   
that is easy to follow and provides parameters 
that are infused with spirituality. 
 
We would like to thank the Pastoral Planning Committee, Therese Wilson Favors 
(chair), Howard Roberts, Fr. Stephen Thorne (consultant), Patricia A. Waddell, 
and Sharon H. Winchester, for their time, talent, and dedication to this project. 
 

Download your copy here:  https://link.edgepilot.com/s/d06e91d7/ixYt56xL-
0KfjESGRwf4UA?u=https://bit.ly/NBCC2024PPA 
 

Watch Congress XIII videos here: https://www.youtube.com/@nationalblackcatholiccongr4116  

Reproduced from the National Black Catholic Congress  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.edgepilot.com%2Fs%2Fd06e91d7%2FixYt56xL-0KfjESGRwf4UA%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FNBCC2024PPA&data=05%7C02%7CRLAdams%40rcdoc.org%7C401d7864f6f04af544e008dc2682f894%7Cb0a7c9faea654c6d9aa98
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.edgepilot.com%2Fs%2Fd06e91d7%2FixYt56xL-0KfjESGRwf4UA%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FNBCC2024PPA&data=05%7C02%7CRLAdams%40rcdoc.org%7C401d7864f6f04af544e008dc2682f894%7Cb0a7c9faea654c6d9aa98
https://www.youtube.com/@nationalblackcatholiccongr4116


‘What We Have Seen and Heard’ 
A Pastoral Letter on Evangelization From the Black Bishops of the United States  

40th Anniversary  
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Download your attachments here:  

 ‘What We Have Seen and Heard’ – A Pastoral Letter on Evangelization From the Black Bishops of the United States - what-we-
have-seen-and-heard.pdf (usccb.org)  

 A study Guide for What WE Have Seen and Heard - Study Guide - What We Have Seen and Heard.pdf (usccb.org) 

 Bishop Terry Steib video - (39) What We Have Seen & Heard - YouTube 

January 10, 2024  
 
Dear Colleague in Christ,  
 
September 9, 2024 (feast of St. Peter Claver) will mark the 40th anniversary of the pastoral letter of 
the Black Catholic bishops, What We Have Seen and Heard. Following upon three workshops that 
the Subcommittee on African American Affairs of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
sponsored at last summer’s Black Catholic Congress XIII, we think it opportune to punctuate this  
anniversary by inviting Catholic communities to revisit this landmark statement.  
 
There are a number of ways in which we can do this, including: special focus with homilies or speak-
ers, small groups or days of reflection with the text of the pastoral; highlighting select quotes from 
the pastoral monthly on your local web pages and social media outlets; special para-liturgies, like 
prayer services; or focusing on select themes addressed in the pastoral, for example, the imperative 
topics of evangelization or Black Catholic history.  
 
We enclose with this note a copy of the text of the pastoral along with the original study-guide to help 
with planning at your end. Feel free to contact Deacon Royce Winters of the Archdiocese of Cincin-
nati at rwinters@catholicaoc.org  or myself at: jperry@archchic ago.org  with any questions, inquiries 
for guidance, planning tips, etc.  
 
Also included with this note is a link to a video of Bishop Terry Steib’s presentation on the pastoral at 
Congress XIII.  
 
May we take this opportunity during the year that barely begins to hear again the voice of our bishops 
leading us to fruitful pastures of ministry, education and ownership of our Catholic faith and tradi-
tions.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
  
Most Reverend Joseph N. Perry Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Chicago Chairman, Subcommittee on Afri-
can American Affairs  
 
Attachments:  
• What We Have Seen and Heard, A Pastoral Letter on Evangelization from the Black Bishops of the United Stated (1984)  
• A Study Guide for What We Have Seen and Heard  

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/resources/upload/what-we-have-seen-and-heard.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/resources/upload/what-we-have-seen-and-heard.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Study%20Guide%20-%20What%20We%20Have%20Seen%20and%20Heard.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9_7HBuUIQs
mailto:rwinters@catholicaoc.org
mailto:jperry@archchicago.org
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Download the National Day of Prayer, written by Fr. Jim Goode, OFM, with a new reflection written by Therese 
Wilson Favors here: https://nbccongress.org/national-day-of-prayer-for-the-african-american-and-african-family/  

https://nbccongress.org/national-day-of-prayer-for-the-african-american-and-african-family/
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Upcoming Events  

10th National Eucharistic Congress 
 July 17-21, 2024, Indianapolis, IN  

 Registration and more information: https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/  
 Scholarship Application: https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/solidarity-

2024 Archbishop Lyke Conference 
STANDING IN THE NEED OF PRAYER  
Reclaiming Our Black Catholic Liturgy   

 June 18-22, 2024 
 Embassy Suites by Hilton Grapevine DFW Airport North  
 2401 Bass Pro Drive Grapevine, TX 76051 
 Registration and updates: https://www.lykeconference.com/  

For more events, visit The National Black Catholic Congress events page here: https://nbccongress.org/events/ 

https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/
https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/solidarity-fund
https://www.lykeconference.com/
https://nbccongress.org/events/
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Spiritual Enlightenment 

Outreach 

Awareness 

Evangelization 

 

Contact Us: 

African American Affairs Ministry  

Diocese of Charlotte  

1123 S. Church St 

Charlotte NC 28203 

Rladams@rcdoc.org  
https://charlottediocese.org/offices/african-american-affairs/ 

Useful Resources  

 Catholic Apps - https://www.nbccongress.org/catholic-apps.html 

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops - United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(usccb.org) 

 USCCB Committees Cultural Diversity in the Church - Cultural Diversity in the Church | USCCB  

 Open Wide Our Hearts: The Call to Address Racism in Our Hearts and Communities | en Español 

 Bulletin Message for Open Wide Our Hearts 

 Stations of the Cross: Overcoming Racism (en Español) 

 Prophetic Witness Against Racism | en Español 

 Scripture Reflection - We Are One Body | en Español 

 Prayer Against Racism  

 Practical Steps for Eradicating Racism: An Invitation  

 Webinar: Empowering Church Leaders to Address Racism 

 Responding to the Sin of Racism Resources  

 Study Guide - Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love 

 Examining Our Subconscious Perceptions | en Español 

 Intercultural Competencies  

 Letter from Birmingham Jail Study Guide  

 Rebuilding the Bridge: African American Affairs’ 50th Anniversary Initiative | USCCB  

 

mailto:Rladams@rcdoc.org
https://charlottediocese.org/offices/african-american-affairs/
https://www.nbccongress.org/catholic-apps.html
https://www.usccb.org/
https://www.usccb.org/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/cultural-diversity-church
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts-bulletin-insert.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts-bulletin-insert-spa.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/racism-bulletin-message.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/stations-of-the-cross-overcoming-racism.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Stations%20of%20the%20Cross%20-%20Overcoming%20Racism%20Spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/prophetic-witness-resource.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/prophetic-witness-resource-spa.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/scripture-reflection-unity.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/scripture-reflection-unity-spa.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/Prayer-to-Overcome-Racism.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/action-steps-to-eradicate-racism.pdf
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/3137548062961020934/recording/08cc850c7fd84175b396e55355ce540c/watch?source=CHANNEL
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/resources/upload/Responding-to-the-Sin-of-Racism-USCCB-Resource.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/study-guide-open-hearts-2019-09.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/examining-our-subconscious-perceptions.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/examining-our-subconscious-perceptions-spa.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/intercultural-competencies/index.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/resources/letter-from-birmingham-jail-study-guide.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-affairs/rebuilding-bridge-african-american-affairs-50th-anniversary

