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1101  Overview 
We as the Church must foster in every person the belief and awareness that as a child of God 
they are deserving of love and respect. Just as the shepherd looks after his sheep, we ask that 
the Good Shepherd guide us as we care for and protect the most vulnerable among us. 
The Diocese of Charlotte's Safe Environment Program includes four components:  

• Effective policies for the protection of children  

• Appropriate screening of employees and volunteers  

• Education for adults and children about ways to make and maintain a safe environment 
for children and young people, and  

• Procedures for reporting concerns to the proper authorities 
The Policy of the Diocese of Charlotte Concerning Ministry-Related Sexual Misconduct by 
Church Personnel establishes the requirements for reporting abuse, screening of employees 
and volunteers, procedures when allegations are made, education, media and communications 
guidelines, and sanctions for non-compliance.  
The Code of Ethics Policy of the Diocese of Charlotte, which was updated in July 2009, 
identifies acceptable behavior that is legal, professional and responsible. It includes clear 
standards of behavior and appropriate boundaries for those in positions of trust who have 
regular contact with children. 
The Protecting God's Children Program helps adults learn to recognize the warning signs of 
abuse and teaches the appropriate ways to respond to suspicious behavior. The program also 
helps raise awareness of child sexual abuse by helping adults become aware of its 
consequences. This includes the many ways that sexual abuse harms victims, their families, 
parishes, and communities. 
These activities represent a significant commitment by the Diocese to provide a safe 
environment for our children and young people. Child sexual abuse is a pervasive societal 
problem. Our response as a diocese will always be one of sincere compassion in addressing 
the personal, psychological and spiritual needs of the people God entrusts to our care.  
Jesus the Good Shepherd is our model as we continue to do all that we can to protect and 
nurture our children and young people. 
We all have a role in protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults. The Diocese has 
adopted policies and procedures to safeguard those whose care has been entrusted to us.  

For more information on the Safe Environment Program requirements, training 
opportunities, and resources, please contact Molly Beckert, Diocesan Director of Human 

Resources  
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