
 

 
 

Pentecost 
 
 Giotto begins his fresco cycle many years before the birth of Jesus with the story 
of Mary, and finally concludes with the story of Pentecost after the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, demonstrating the resounding impact of salvation throughout the 
centuries. Although tradition recounts that Joseph died sometime before the public 
ministry of Jesus began, Giotto artistically inserts his presence into this episode of 
Church history by depicting Peter with the face of Joseph, just as he did with Joachim. 
By connecting these three men, Giotto presents the viewer with the earthly succession 
of the descendents of David, tracing the lineage of Jesus from the tribe of Judah, 
through Mary and Joseph, and into the fulfillment of the promise through the Church 



and Peter. Joseph and Peter in particular fulfill an irreplaceable paternal role in this 
family: guardianship over the Body of Christ.  
 From the moment Jesus declared to Peter “you are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my Church,” Peter was entrusted with the care of the Church in the same 
paternal way that Joseph was entrusted with the care of the Child Jesus (Matthew 
16:18, NAB). A father provides for his children, teaches them, and corrects them with 
charity and concern. At Pentecost, the birth of the Church through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Peter steps into the role of a father by speaking to the assembled on-lookers with 
authority. Peter declares, “My brothers, one can confidently 
say to you about the patriarch David that he died and was 
buried, and his tomb is in our midst to this day. But since he 
was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him 
that he would set one of his descendants upon his throne, 
he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, 
that neither was he abandoned to the netherworld nor did his 
flesh see corruption. God raised this Jesus; of this we are all 
witnesses” (Acts 2:29-32, NAB). In saying this, Peter 
teaches of God’s unbroken promise to the patriarchs to send 
a savior, its fulfillment in Jesus Christ, and its legacy in the 
unity of the Catholic Church entrusted to the leadership of 
Peter and successive popes. God did not leave the patriarchs without a promise, Jesus 
without a human father, or the Church without a guardian. In his book, The Life of 
Christ, Fulton Sheen suggests that Peter’s leadership parallels Joseph’s guardianship. 
“As cells in the body form a new human life when God breathes a soul into the embryo,” 
he writes, “so the Apostles appeared as the visible Body of Christ when the Holy Spirit 
came to make them one. This Mystical Body or the Church is called in tradition and 
Scripture the ‘whole Christ’ or ‘the fullness of Christ’” (The Life of Christ 653). As Joseph 
was father to Jesus in his physical body, now Peter is to the Church, the mystical body 
of Christ. Consequently, Giotto’s Pentecost frames the significance of the paternity of 
Joseph and Peter as the earthly face of the compassionate care God has for his people. 
 Because of the communion of saints, Joseph never abandons his protective role. 
Just as he stood watch over the crib in Nazareth, he now stands watch over the 
universal Church. He stands ready to form God’s children in virtue, just as he formed 
Jesus in the skills of carpentry. Just as he learned lessons of humility and love from the 
very heart of God, resulting in the abundant flowering of his branch, he stands ready to 
communicate these lessons to the bride of Christ, preparing her heart to be received 
into the eternal love of God the Father, where he already awaits.  
 
 

St. Joseph, Protector of Holy Church, Pray for Us. 
 

 

 

Discussion questions and journal prompts for personal reflection:  

  

Middle School/Confirmation Classes:  



● How do Peter’s actions on Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, identify him as 

the earthly father and leader of the Church?  

● What similarities do you see between the ways Joseph and Peter (or his 

successors the popes) guard and protect?  

 

High School/Youth Groups:  

● In what ways can you trace the lineage of how God has fulfilled his promises to 

you as a good father?  

● How does Pentecost prepare Peter’s heart for his role? How does this compare 

to how God prepared Joseph’s heart for his role as foster father to his Son?  

● What are some qualities of fatherhood that are fundamental to the papacy?  

 

Adult/Pre-Cana resources:  

● How is Peter’s boldness fundamental to his role as the earthly protector of the 

Church? Where do you identify a similar boldness in Joseph? Where are the 

differences?  

● How is boldness essential to fatherhood? In what areas of your life can you ask 

Joseph to cultivate the boldness of action and guardianship in your life?  

 

 


