
 
 

The Presentation in the Temple 
 
 “When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord” (Luke 2: 22, NAB). At 
the presentation of the Child Jesus, Simeon’s prophecy holds a depth of meaning for 
Joseph as well as Mary. Although Giotto depicts Joseph as less of a major player in this 
scene by placing him on the border of the image, he is nevertheless present and intently 
listening to the words said regarding his Son in the image as he is in the Gospel 
account. “The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘Behold, this child is destined for the 



fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you 
yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed’” 
(Luke 2: 33-35 NAB). Traditionally, the Church connects the sword Simeon spoke of to 
the seven sorrows Mary experiences in her lifetime. It is significant that of these, Joseph 
experiences the first three by Mary’s side: the prophecy of Simeon, the flight into Egypt, 
and the loss of Jesus when he remains behind his parents in the Temple. Yet as a 
father, Joseph also experiences his own sorrows, unique from those that deeply wound 
Mary’s maternal heart. Prayers and an explanation of those sorrows can be found here: 
https://yearofstjoseph.org/devotions/.  
 Although Mary and Joseph share many consolations and sorrows throughout 
their married life as husband and wife, tradition suggests that Joseph died sometime 
during the hidden life of Jesus before his public ministry began. In light of this, Simeon’s 
words when he contemplates “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, 
according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared 
in the sight of all the peoples” hold unique importance for the earthly father of God (Luke 
2: 29-31, NAB). Like Simeon, Joseph also sees the birth of the Child who is the 
fulfillment of Israel, but does not live long enough to see the great sorrow of the 
crucifixion and great joy of the redemption of mankind. Whereas Mary is present at the 
foot of the cross, it must have been a personal cross for Joseph to know on his 
deathbed that there was great suffering in store for his family which he would not be 
present to share with them. 
 As Giotto depicts in the image, Mary and Joseph have very little to offer aside 
from the Divine Child himself at the temple. According to Fulton Sheen in The Life of 

Christ, “the traditional offerings for purification were a lamb 
and a turtledove if the parents were rich, and two doves or 
two pigeons if they were poor” (32). Yet surrounded by 
riches of temple, Mary and Joseph are the first human 
beings in history to offer the greatest sacrifice of the Lamb 
of God as priests will do upon the altar for centuries after 
them. Giotto connects this chapter in the life of Christ to 
previous significant episodes in the lives of Joachim and 
Joseph which take place in the temple by depicting the 
same architecture each time. The same arches and domes 
draw the eye upward to heaven, and the same pattern of 
the altar connects the holy wedding of Mary and Joseph to 

the sacred offering of their Son. Through this, Giotto suggests that from grandfather to 
father to Son, the line of service and obedience to the laws and dictates of the Lord 
remains unbroken. Now, as Simeon recognizes, the time for the fulfillment of Israel has 
come.  
 
 

St. Joseph, patron of the dying, pray for us.  
 
 
 
Discussion questions and journal prompts for personal reflection:  

https://yearofstjoseph.org/devotions/


 
Middle School/Confirmation Classes:  

● Mary and Joseph offer their Son as a sacrifice to God. What good things in your 
life can you offer back to God?  

● Mary and Jesus offer their obedience to God’s law. What are some opportunities 
surrounding you to be obedient to God’s law through the commandments and 
teachings of the Church?  

High School/Youth Groups:  
● Simon and Joseph are both resigned to follow God’s will. How did they express 

gratitude for the gifts of God that they were given? Do you think they expressed 
sorrowful over the events in the life of Jesus that they would not be able to 
witness? How would their gratitude help them offer the sorrow of their crosses 
back to God?  

● Mary and Jesus submit themselves to follow the law of God even though they are 
perfect and without sin. How can you apply this to your life and follow the 
commandments, precepts, and teachings of the Church? Do you think these 
commandments are still relevant today?  

Adult groups/Pre-Cana resources:  
● Connected by the architectural choices Giotto makes, what are the similarities 

between Joachim’s rejection from the temple, the consignment of twigs, the 
wedding of Mary and Joseph, and the presentation of Jesus? 

● How do Simeon and Joseph compare as paternal figures?  
● How does Joseph exercise his paternity, even with the knowledge that much 

sorrow awaits his Son in the future? Do you think this impacted the way he 
parented and formed Jesus?  

 
 
 
 


