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What is Black History Month? 

Black History Month is an annual 

observance originating in the 

United States, where it is also 

known as African-American    

History Month. It has received 

official recognition from govern-

ments in the United States and 

Canada, and more recently has 

been observed unofficially in    

Ireland, the Netherlands, and the 

United Kingdom. It began as a 

way of remembering important 

people and events in the history 

of the African diaspora. It is     

celebrated in February in the 

United States and Canada, while 

in Ireland, the Netherlands, and 

the United Kingdom it is           

observed in October. 

The precursor to 

Black History Month 

was created in 1926 

in the United States, 

when historian Carter G.     

Woodson and the Association for 

the Study of Negro Life and     

History announced the second 

week of February to be "Negro 

History Week". This week was 

chosen  because it coincided with 

the birthday of Abraham Lincoln 

on February 12 and of Frederick 

Douglass on February 14, both of 

which dates black communities 

had celebrated together since the 

late 19th century.     

Negro History Week was the   

center of the equation. The 

thought-process behind the week 

was never recorded, but scholars 

acknowledge two reasons for its 

birth: recognition and im-

portance. Woodson felt deeply 

that at least one week would allow 

for the general movement to    

become something annually     

celebrated. Also, after the ten year 

long haul to successfully complete 

his "Journal of Negro History", he 

realized the subject deserved to 

resonate with a greater audience.  

From the event's initial phase, 

primary emphasis was placed on 

encouraging the coordinated 

teaching of the history of      

American blacks in the nation's 

public schools. The first Negro 

History Week was met with a 

lukewarm response, gaining the 

cooperation of the Departments 

of Education of the states of 

North Carolina, Delaware, and 

West Virginia as well as the city 

school administrations of         

Baltimore and Washington, D.C.     

Despite this far from universal 

observance, the event was regard-

ed by Woodson as "one of the 

most fortunate steps ever taken 

by the Association", and plans for 

a repeat of the event on an annual 

basis continued.  

At the time of Negro History 

Week's launch, Woodson         

contended that the teaching of 

black history was essential to   

ensure the physical and             

intellectual survival of the race 

within broader society:  

“If a race has no history, it has no 

worthwhile tradition, it becomes a 

negligible factor in the thought of 

the world, and it stands in danger of 

being exterminated”. – Carter G. 

Woodson (1875-1950) 

 

 

 

By 1929, The Journal of Negro 

History was able to note that with 

only two exceptions, officials with 

the State Departments of Educa-

tions of "every state with consid-

erable Negro population" had 

made the event known to that 

state's teachers and distributed 

official literature associated with 

the event". Churches also played a 

significant role in the distribution 

of literature in association with 

Negro History Week during this 

initial interval, with the main-

stream and black press aiding in 

the publicity effort.   Cont.. pg. 2 
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Cont...Thr oug hout the 1930s, 

Negro History Week countered the  

growing myth of the South’s “lost 

cause,” as epitomized in the novel 

and movie “Gone With The Wind. 

That myth argued that slaves had 

been well-treated, that the Civil 

War was a war of “Northern       

aggression,” and that blacks had 

been better off  under slavery.  

Black History Month 

was first proposed 

by black educators 

and the Black United 

Students at Kent State University 

in  February 1969. The first        

celebration of Black History 

Month took place at Kent State 

one year later, from January 2, 

1970 – February 28, 1970. Six 

years later, Black History Month 

was being celebrated all across   

the country in educational          

institutions, centers of Black     

culture and community centers, 

President Gerald Ford recognized 

Black  History Month, during the         

celebration of the United States 

Bicentennial. He urged Americans 

to "seize the opportunity to honor 

the too-often neglected accom-

plishments of black Americans in 

every area of  endeavor      

throughout our history". 

 

 

 

 

After visiting      

America in the 

1970s, Ghanaian  

born  Akyaaba   

Addai Sebo, a   

special  projects officer at the 

Greater London Council, founded 

the UK's version of Black History 

Month in 1987. Black History 

Month runs throughout the month 

of  October. There has long been 

concern about the experience of 

black children in the UK, and this 

was a key factor in setting October 

as the Black  History Month. It is 

at the beginning of a new academ-

ic year and can instill pride and 

identity into young black learners. 

October is also a period of          

tolerance and reconciliation in  

African culture. Black history is 

therefore a reconnection with the 

African source, hence the Black 

History Month symbol of Sankofa; 

learning from the past – with the       

benefit of hindsight. 

Black History 

Month is observed 

across Canada   

every February. It  

was initiated by the Ontario Black  

History Society and introduced 

to Parliament in December 1995 

by Jean Augustine, the first Black 

woman elected as a Member of 

Parliament. Black History Month 

was officially observed across  

Canada for the first time in       

February 1996. 

 

In February 2008, Senator Donald 

Oliver, the first Black man          

appointed to the Senate, intro-

duced a motion to have the Senate 

officially recognize February as 

Black History Month. The motion 

was approved  unanimously and 

was adopted on 4 March 2008, 

completing Canada’s parliamen-

tary position on Black History 

Month. 

Throughout October, 

Ireland celebrates 

Black History Month 

making them the 

fourth country in the 

world to officially honor black   

culture and heritage in this way, 

following in the footsteps of the 

US, the UK, and Canada. Black 

History Month Ireland was        

initiated in Cork in 2010 by       

Nigerian-born Zephrynus Okechi 

Ikeh (known as Zeph) in order to   

highlight Africans’ contributions 

and participation in Irish cultural 

development. Black History 

Month Ireland aims to inspire   

Africans in Ireland to develop 

plans and policies that reflect the 

history, culture, and socioeconom-

ic needs of its communities and 

groups. It also seeks to develop 

and celebrate different elements of 

historical and cultural education 

profiles and to promote diversity 

and intercultural communication. 

USA 

 United Kingdom 

Canada 

 Ireland  

Celebrate Black History Everyday/Everywhere  
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Black Achieve-

ment Month 

(BAM) is a 

Dutch event that 

is held every year 

in the month of October and 

which is dedicated to 'Black 

Achievers'. The starting point is 

to bring the contribution of black 

figures to Dutch society to the  

attention of a wide audience. This 

celebration, which focused on the 

"black" side of Dutch history, was 

organized by the Association of 

Students of African descent in the 

Netherlands in collaboration with 

National Institute of Dutch    

Slavery Past and Heritage 

(NiNsee). Black Achievement 

Month has been celebrated since 

2016 with the aim of combating 

racism, discrimination, xenopho-

bia and intolerance and achieving 

full  inclusion of the black      

community in the Netherlands. 

Black Achievement Month     

comprises a month-long program 

of activities, including debates,    

exhibitions, films, theater, dance 

and film  performances that  

highlight the talents of Dutch 

people with African roots. In    

addition to the activities NiNsee 

hosts the Black Achievement 

Awards.  

 

The Black Achieve-

ment Awards are  

awarded annually to   

individuals or      

organizations that have been   

recognized as black role model(s) 

in Dutch society. They are award-

ed in the categories of art and  

culture, people and society, 

sports, science and education. In 

addition, an oeuvre (collection of 

works) prize is awarded to a 

'black achiever' to honor years of       

performance. 

Black History 

Month 

(BHM) was 

started by       

members of 

ISD or the Initiative of Black  

Germans (Initiative Schwarze 

Deutsche). The celebrations     

began in 1990 and lasted about a 

week in February. BHM began in 

Berlin and spread to Hamburg, 

Frankfurt, and Munich. It repre-

sented an expression of African 

politics and solidarity, particular-

ly with themes that ranged from 

Black German history, African 

literature in Europe, South       

African Apartheid and U.S. Civil 

Rights.  

 

 

Events were cultural, political and 

educational. They are led by  

Black Germans, Africans, African 

Americans and People of Color 

from Brazil and Britain (to name 

a few).  

By 2001, the Berlin BHM stopped 

due to a number of  issues,       

including funding. In 2009, the 

Institute for Cultural Diplomacy 

and the German Federal Agency 

for Civic Education revived the 

celebrations. Since 2011, celebra-

tions have taken place at the 

Werkstatt der Kulturen, a        

convention center and communi-

ty space that offers diverse multi-

cultural programs and activities. 

Though no longer sponsored by 

ISD-Berlin, these events still    

feature Black German activists 

and educators as well as other 

antiracist organizations and    

continue to focus on global       

African diasporic themes. 

 

The Netherlands  

Germany 

Sources 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Black_History_Month 

 https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-
heritage/campaigns/black-history-
month/about.html  
    
     

 https://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/
london-life/black-history-month-2019-
uk-why-is-it-important-why-is-it-
celebrated-in-october-a4250966.html  

 https://www.aaihs.org/rethinking-black
-history-month-in-germany/ 
     

 https://www.irishcentral.com/news/
how-ireland-is-celebrating-national-
black-history-month 

 https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Black_Achievement_Month 

 https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Black_Achievement_Awards 
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https://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/london-life/black-history-month-2019-uk-why-is-it-important-why-is-it-celebrated-in-october-a4250966.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/london-life/black-history-month-2019-uk-why-is-it-important-why-is-it-celebrated-in-october-a4250966.html
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https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Achievement_Awards
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Our Lady of Consolation,        

Charlotte's only African-American 

Catholic parish, was founded in 

1955, but its history traces back   

to 1941 when Bishop Eugene 

McGuinness invited the              

Redemptorist Fathers to reach  

out to the African-American   

community. In those early years, 

it is noted that thirteen black 

Catholics gathered in celebration 

with Father Petrach at Our Lady 

of  Perpetual Help Church on       

Oaklawn Avenue, where there 

were both living quarters for the 

priests and social rooms for the 

members. After the priest and 

people began spreading the faith, 

the congregation grew and a     

second parish was established, 

Saint Mary's, which was located 

on McDowell Street. Masses were 

held at each site.     

December 15, 

1955, the Most 

Reverend   

Bishop James 

J. Navagh, 

D.D., Auxiliary 

Bishop of       

Raleigh, came to Charlotte and 

merged the two parishes, creating 

Our Lady of Consolation,       

Charlotte's fifth Catholic parish.                                                                     

By 1956, 

four build-

ings; a 

church,  

rectory, 

school and 

convent were    

erected on 

Statesville Avenue, a location  

specifically chosen to serve the 

predominately black congrega-

tion. The church, rectory and  

convent were occupied by        

January 1957.  

The Oblate 

Sisters of 

Providence 

Baltimore, 

Maryland 

with Mother              

Mary Angela, 

O.S.P. as         

Superior and Principal operated 

the school, which later closed in 

1988 due to financial problems.  

March 25, 1957, the church was 

dedicated by Archbishop Amleto 

Cicognami, Apostolic Delegate to 

the United States, who described 

the church and its mission to the 

community as "the gateway to 

heaven." Reverend Father       

Clarence Howard, S.V.D., the   

first black North Carolina native 

to be ordained as a priest,          

delivered  the homily. In 1964, 

Bishop Navagh, who was now 

over the Diocese of Ogdensburg, 

New York, returned to Charlotte 

to dedicate the parish hall.  

                 

Monsignor Charles Gable, who 

was pastor at the time, acquired 

the building as a gift from Miss 

Elizabeth Stewart of Lancaster, 

PA. Monsignor Gable remained 

with Consolation until his retire-

ment in 1970. Due to a lack of  

Diocesan priests, Bishop Vincent 

S. Waters asked the Consolata 

Missionary Society (Consolata  

Fathers) to take on the pastoral 

and missionary responsibility of 

Consolation. During their tenure, 

Fathers John Radaelli, Julian   

Reginato, Eugene Coroesero and 

James Rocca served as pastors 

along with their respective assis-

tants. Father Rocca was the 

parish's last Consolata pastor.  

July 1979, a Diocesan priest,     

Father Wilbur N. Thomas, again 

assumed the pastoral leadership. 

Father Thomas was the parish's 

first, black pastor. Under the  

leadership of Father Wilbur and 

the late Mrs. June Chavis Daven-

port, The Perpetual Hope Gospel 

Choir was formed. This group has 

played an important role in the 

growth of Our Lady of Consola-

tion by spreading the Gospel 

through song to many area 

churches in North and            

South Carolina.      

 

 

 

Our Lady of Consolation 

Church, Charlotte NC 

Our Lady of Consolation  

School building 

Our Lady of  

Consolation  

Oblate Sisters  

of Providence  

Perpetual Hope Gospel Choir 
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Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church  Cont... 

Since July 8, 1999, Consolation has been blessed through the presence of Capuchin Friars who embrace 

a strong tradition of community outreach and evangelization, mirroring the parish's mission to become a 

beacon of hope and strength in the community through outreach concerns and sharing of time, talents 

and treasures. Father Jude Duffy was the first Capuchin pastor, and served until 2009. At that time,   

Father Martin Schratz took over. In July of 2012, Fr. Carl Del Giudice, a Diocesan priest, assumed the 

duties of pastor.  Father Carl had served Our Lady of Consolation more than 30 years earlier as a semi-

narian and deacon.  

In July of 2018, OLC welcomed Rev. Basile Sede as the new Pastor.  Originally from     

Fiango – Kumba, Cameroon, Fr. Sede attended St. Thomas Aquinas Major Seminary, 

Bambui, Cameroon, where he studied Philosophy and Theology and was eventually     

ordained a Catholic Priest for the Diocese of Buea, Cameroon on the 16th of April 1998.  

Fr. Basile Sede has served in the Diocese of Charlotte for the last five years.  

Consolation has been blessed with three African-American permanent deacons.  The Rev. Deacon Paul 

Watson and Rev. Deacon Charles Knight were assigned in 1983 and Rev. Deacon Curtiss Todd in 1988. 

The parish continues to be a Catholic community that celebrates the rich heritage of both Roman     

Catholic and African-American traditions as well as being a parish committed to community outreach.      

Without a doubt, the Spirit is at Consolation and with the help of God, its members will continue to    

harness this force to touch the lives of others in and around its community. 

 

 

 

-Article: Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church  

-Photos: Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church and Catholic News & Herald  

Our Lady of Consolation  School 

Our Lady of Consolation  

Parish Life Center 

Church address: 

2301 Statesville Ave,  

Charlotte, NC 28206  

Church Office location: 

1235 Badger Court 

Charlotte, NC 28206 

Office: 704.375.4339 

Fax:  704.375.8039 

https://ourladyofconsolation.org/ 

Celebrating  the Mass 

https://ourladyofconsolation.org/


Page 6 African American Affairs Ministry  
Diocese of Charlotte  

St Mary’s Black Catholic Group 

St Mary’s Catholic Church Greensboro, NC has often been described as a 
melting pot. The church is comprised of parishioners from twenty one 
countries and from every continent except Australia and Antarctica. One 
of the many vibrant cultures worshiping at St. Mary’s is African American. 
St. Mary’s Black Catholic Group, comprised of African and African     
Americans seek to keep alive their roots and culture through celebrations 
that recognize, honor and celebrate Black Catholic History Month,          

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday and Black History Month. The celebrations are marked with guest 
speakers, workshops and potlucks. St. Mary’s African Igbo Choir frequently provides African hymns for 
these special occasions. 

The Black Catholic group creates bulletin inserts every three months for the purpose of educating       
parishioners about prominent Black figures in history whose contributions to the Catholic Church and 
the United States were works of valor, and originality.  

The group holds bake sales twice a year to raise money for St. Mary’s and fall 2020 in conjunction with 
other cultural groups within the parish, the Black Catholic Group will hold a Craft Bazaar . 

St Mary’s Black Catholic Group Members  
L-R: Carolyn Smith, Ann Graves, Sharon Pauling, 
Prof. Godfrey Uzo, Dianne Donerlson,  
Angela Pridgen, Edith Wharton 

Serving dinner after a celebration 

—Ann Graves, St. Mary’s Black Catholic  Group  

Dinner with Sr. Roberta Fulton SSMN (center), 
keynote speaker at St. Mary’s Black History  

Celebration  

St. Mary’s African Igbo  Choir 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 



Page 7 African American Affairs Ministry  
Diocese of Charlotte  

Corona Virus Resources:  

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention :https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html  

World Health Organization: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public  

North Carolina Health & Human Services https://www.ncdhhs.gov/  

An outbreak of a respiratory disease caused by a novel (new) 

coronavirus was first detected in China and has now been    

detected in more than 100 locations internationally, including 

in the United States. The virus has been named “SARS-CoV-2” 

and the disease it causes has been named “coronavirus disease 

2019” (abbreviated “COVID-19”). Coronaviruses are a large 

family of viruses that are common in people and many          

different species of animals, including camels, cattle, cats, and 

bats. Rarely, animal coronaviruses can infect people and then 

spread between people such as with MERS-CoV, SARS-CoV, and now with this new virus (named SARS-

CoV-2). Early on, many of the patients at the epicenter of the outbreak in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China 

had some link to a large seafood and live animal market, suggesting animal-to-person spread. Later, a 

growing number of patients reportedly did not have exposure to animal markets, indicating person-to-

person spread. Person-to-person spread was subsequently reported outside Hubei and in countries out-

side China, including in the United States. Some international destinations now have apparent community 

spread with the virus that causes COVID-19, as do some parts of the United States. Community spread 

means some people have been infected and it is not known how or where they became exposed. 

Read the full article here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html  

Reflection and Prayer during the   
Coronavirus Pandemic  

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son 

as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother 
and gain for our nation and world 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels, 

that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

For those already afflicted 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and 
deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and 
fearful, wipe away their tears and help them to 

trust. 

In this time of trial and testing 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another 
and to be patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land 

and to our hearts. 

We come to you with confidence 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate 
mother 

health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection 
keep us in the embrace of your arms 
help us always to know the love of your Son,  

Jesus. Amen 

USCCB: http://www.usccb.org/news/2020/20-44.cfm  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html
http://www.usccb.org/news/2020/20-44.cfm
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Evangelization 

Spiritual Enlightenment 

Outreach 

 
Contact Us: 

African American Affairs Ministry  

Diocese of Charlotte  

1123 S. Church St 

Charlotte NC 28203 

RLAdams@charlottediocese.org 

https://charlottediocese.org/african-american-affairs-ministry/ 


