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    Location To Be Determined 
 
September 7-8, 2018  Eucharistic Congress - Charlotte, NC 
 
October 12-14, 2018  Deacons & Wives Retreat 

    Catholic Conference Center, Hickory, NC 
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Charlotte Airport Chaplaincy Hosting International 
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Human Dignity at the End of Life – Deacon Mark King 

********** 

REMINDER: April 14, 2018, 10 a.m., is the permanent 

deacon ordination at St. Mark in Huntersville, NC. 

away in her arms just hours before. Fourteen-
year-old Boots was this wonderful widow’s 
loving and sole companion, and she was 
absolutely beside herself with grief. Father 
Danis hugged her, suggesting that perhaps 
someone else might read for Mass. She shook 
her head and insisted on carrying on. In 
retrospect, we should have insisted as the 
normally competent Marion was so upset that 
she lost her place in the readings, fumbled the 
announcements, and was just not herself. 
 

After Mass as I purified the vessels in the 
sacristy, Marion came to me and asked, 
“Deacon, will I see my Boots in heaven?” 
Before I could answer, our wonderful newly 
ordained priest, Father Byron, overheard her 
question and started to earnestly reply, “Well, 
Marion, you have to understand that dogs do 
not have a soul like we do, and….” Before he 
could finish, I gave him the “Big T” for “time-
out.” To his credit, he nodded and stopped. 
Marion’s reddened eyes had started to grow 
wider as she anticipated Father Byron’s 
response, but I smiled at both of them and 
asked, “Marion, remember coming to the study 
group I led a few months ago discussing Saint 
Francis of Assisi, his Canticle of the Creatures 
and his love for all of God’s creation, especially 
calling all of God’s creatures his brothers and 
sisters?” She nodded as I pressed on, “Good,  

Saint Francis’ Pet Door in Heaven 
Deacon Lee Levenson 
 
As my friend Father Danis, a priest of fifty-five years, 
and I vested for the Sunday evening Mass, our elderly 
lector Marion entered the sacristy crying softly. We 
learned that Marion’s beloved dog Boots had passed  



 

    

 

   

  

 

   

  
 

 

 

• Write down the person's name and the 
offense. Don't be superficial or try to judge 
if your hurt was that serious.  

• Repeat the process up until the present 
time.  

• If it's helpful, split the list by:  

• Phase of life or age range 

• Place of work 

• Do this in whatever way is most 
meaningful for you. Expect this to take 
some time. It's a process. 

• When you think your list is complete, walk 
away for a bit. Then go back over the list. 
Ask God if you've forgotten anyone. 
 

• Go back to the first name you wrote down. 

• Talk to the Lord about your hurt.  

• If you are ready to forgive them, then tell 
Jesus you forgive that person. 

• If you are not yet ready, ask Jesus to help 
you. You may have some barrier.  

 

• Pray the Our Father. Pay attention to the 
words 'as we' (forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us). 
Note that we are only forgiven inasmuch 
as we forgive others. 

 

• Go to the next name on the list. Repeat 
the process above, making any notes you 
feel are important about how the 
forgiveness process went, highlighting the 
ones you are having difficulty forgiving. 

 

• Note that forgiveness sometimes comes in 
layers. The hurt may need to be 'peeled 
away' layer by layer until the memory of 
the person or the hurt no longer gets a 
negative internal reaction. † 
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and remember Pope Saint John Paul II saying that St. 
Francis invited all creation, animals, plants, natural forces, 
even Brother Sun and Sister Moon to give honor and praise 
to the Lord?” Marion, drying her eyes, again nodded yes. 
“Good, so where is Saint Francis of Assisi right now?” In a 
quiet voice, she replied, “He’s in heaven.” “Right!” I smiled, 
“So don’t you think that it makes sense that Saint Francis 
would call all beloved pets to be with him in heaven?” 
“Yes, I think so.” “Well, so do I. Your Boots is with Saint 
Francis in heaven, and you will see him again. Saint Francis 
has a doggie door into heaven for our pups and a special 
door for all of God’s creatures.” She burst into tears, 
smiled, hugged me, the young Father Byron and a smiling 
Father Danis who had been standing just inside the 
sacristy. 
 

After she departed, Father Danis smiled at us and said, 
“When God finished His creation He said that “It was 
good!” Placing his hand on the younger priest’s shoulder, 
he said “It is our job to give the people a reason for our 
hope and joy” he winked at me, “even if we can’t put our 
finger on the dogma in the catechism.” As deacons, we are 
called to serve the people of God and the creatures 
entrusted to our care. † 
 

 
The Process of Forgiveness      Theresa Williams  

 

Forgiveness is essential to our spiritual well-being. 
Unforgiveness poisons our soul and does nothing to 
hurt the one we don’t want to forgive. In fact, some 
people who hurt us may not be aware they have done 
so. 
 

Forgiveness can be a difficult and painful process. The 
process I will outline for you below will take time.  I 
assure you, if you are open to it and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, it can be lifegiving and life changing. But, 
that's up to you and the Holy Spirit. 

• Get a notebook or a journal and a pen or 
pencil. 

• Find a quiet place where you won't be 
disturbed. 

• Breathe deeply and relax. 

• Ask God to help you with this process. 

• When you are ready, go all the way back to 
your earliest memory of being hurt. 
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DEACON DEATHS: 
 
Deacon Fred Scarletto – October 9, 2017 
Deacon Bob Gettelfinger – December 2017 
 



 

  

 

 

The Reason for Our Hope                         
Deacon Kevin Williams 

What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to us? 
Now that we’re in the Easter season, let us try to 
let that sink in a little deeper than we normally 
do. 
 

Because of the resurrection, there is hope in this 
life. Whether we are suffering from a chronic 
illness or are in the midst of deep grief, the 
resurrection provides the hope we need. No 
matter what we are experiencing in life, there is 
hope--not because of our human ability to cope 
with life’s trials--but because of the gift Jesus has 
given each of us. Is it not true that the primary 
reason for our hope as Christians is the reality of 
the resurrection? What else do we have to hang 
our hats on? Paraphrasing St. Paul, “The 
resurrection is the backbone of our faith. 
Without it, we are to be pitied.” The good news 
is that we have good reason to believe that the 
resurrection is real. When Jesus rose from the 
dead, he did something that only God could 
think of and carry out. Let us try to hold on to 
that when we are struggling through life. That 
doesn’t mean it will be easy, but when we 
humble ourselves and truly give thanks to God 
for that amazing event, it can change us from the 
inside out.  

Whether someone struggles with illness, grief, 
broken families, finances, etc., the resurrection 
should be where we turn to find comfort 
because without that, everything else falls apart.  
Whatever is oppressing us, our real hope is in 
the resurrection. 

AMDG (for the greater glory of God) † 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“35 Years of Service and Counting”    
Deacon John Martino 
 

In getting ready to celebrate the upcoming 
ordination in April, our thoughts turn to an 
important milestone of diaconal service.  This year 
marks the 35th anniversary of the first permanent 
deacons ordained for the Charlotte Diocese.  Here 
are some trivia points to remember our roots and 
some thoughts of diaconal service going forward. 
 

In January 1980, the Charlotte Diocese embarked on 
a new era of service by announcing the formation of 
a Permanent Diaconate program.  By September, a 
group of men entered the first formation class under 
the direction of Monsignor Anthony Kovacic.  The 
weekend studies were held at Sacred Heart College 
in Belmont. 
 
Three (3) years later, these men chartered a path of 
service for others to follow.  It began 35 years ago 
on May 29, 1983, when the first 19 deacons were 
ordained as permanent deacons by then-Bishop 
Michael J. Begley.  From that first class ordained 
before more than 2,000 people at Ovens 
Auditorium, there have been 8 formation classes.  
Including the 2018 class, 117 deacons will have been 
ordained by the 4 Bishops of this diocese. 
 
In looking back over these 35 years, most deacons 
ordained for Charlotte have remained to serve here.  
However, some have moved to other dioceses.  As 
other dioceses have received the gift of service of 
these deacons, the Diocese of Charlotte has also 
been blessed with deacons coming from other 
dioceses within the United States, its territories and 
other countries. 
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The following represents the current census of 
Permanent Deacons for the Charlotte Diocese. 
 
Current Permanent Deacon Population 

Deacons ______________________ 120  
Ordained in Charlotte ____________  68 
Ordained in other dioceses ________  52 
Ordaining dioceses represented ____  37 
Incardinated into Charlotte from 
   other dioceses__________________ 11  
Parishes and communities served ___  58 

 

(These numbers do not include 15 candidates called 
to ordination in April.) 
 
Throughout these 35 years, each deacon’s path of 
service is unique, yet always rooted in the call to be a 
Servant of God.  Within our diocese, deacons serve in local 
prison ministry programs and within ministerial needs of 
local parishes and communities.  In addition, deacons 
serve in diocesan areas of Catholic Charities, Tribunal 
Advocacy Ministry, Campus Ministry, Youth Ministry, Faith 
Formation Ministry, Evangelization Ministry and other 
ministries where there are ongoing needs. 
 

As deacons rooted in the call to be a Servant of God, Saint 
Francis of Assisi is a great role model for all of us.  He was a 
LIVING GOSPEL in every word, every deed, and every 
moment of his life.  Like Saint Francis, in our Ministry of 
the Word, the Altar, and Charity, we are to be a LIVING 
GOSPEL, a servant of God each moment of every day. 
 
The seed of service, planted that first ordination day in 1983, 
flourishes today in the footsteps of deacons who have 
answered the call of Isaiah 6:8 saying, “Here I am Lord, send 
me.” 
 
I have said it before and will say it again: The Diocese of 
Charlotte is blessed with deacons who serve the Lord in 
holiness.  With support of wives and families, God’s work 
carries on through the one spirit of service that each deacon 
receives at his ordination. 
 

May the next 35 years of service be as fruitful as the first 35 
years! 

Christ’s Peace. † 

 

Welcome to the Diocese 
Deacon John Martino 
 

Deacon Clarke Cochran has been 
assigned as a permanent deacon to 
Saint Peter Catholic Church in Charlotte, 
North Carolina.  His appointment is 
effective January 15, 2018. 
 

From Lubbock, Texas, Deacon Clarke 
and his wife Anne have relocated to 
Indian Trail, North Carolina, to be closer 
to their grandchildren.  Deacon Clarke 
was born January 9, 1945, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and was 
ordained on February 14, 1981, for the 
Diocese of Amarillo by the Most 
Reverend Leroy Matthieson, Bishop of 
Amarillo.  When the Diocese of Lubbock 
was established on June 17, 1983, he 
was incardinated into the Diocese of 
Lubbock and held several administrative 
offices including being appointed the 
first Director of the Permanent 
Diaconate. 
 

Deacon Clarke throughout his 37 years 
of diaconate service has given of himself 
in support of social teachings pertaining 
to religion, politics, health care policy, 
and Catholic social doctrine.  He has 
been especially involved in homeless 
ministry, death penalty abolition and 
other aspects of charity and justice.  
  
At the parish level, Deacon Clarke and 
his wife were founding members of 
Saint John Neumann Parish in Lubbock, 
Texas.  This was where he was assigned 
a deacon in 1981 and where he served 
until moving to Charlotte, North 
Carolina.  In his 37 years of diaconate 
service, his Pastor Father George A. 
Roney states he stood out in the areas 
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of social action, preaching and teaching.   
 
Father Roney further states that he will be a 
great asset in any area that he ministers and 
that Deacon Clarke and his wife Anne are 
already missed at Saint John Neumann parish.  
Deacon Clarke hopes to do the same in his 
assignment at Saint Peter parish. 
 
Please join our permanent diaconate 
community in welcoming Deacon Clarke 
Cochran and his wife Anne to the Diocese of 
Charlotte. † 
   
Charlotte Airport Chaplaincy hosting 
International Conference 
Deacon David Reiser 
 
September 4th through 8th, 2018, the Airport 
Chaplaincy Team, at Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport, will be hosting the 51st 
annual conference of the International 
Association of Civil Aviation Chaplains (IACAC) 
and the 2018 annual meeting of the National 
Conference of Catholic Airport Chaplains 
NCCAC at the Omni Hotel in Uptown Charlotte. 

Enjoy a rare continuing education experience 
by hearing one or all of our distinguished 
speakers.  

On Wednesday, September 5th, 2018, there 
will be two presenters: Dr. Robert Wicks, 
Professor Emeritus at Loyola University 
Maryland. He will speak on ‘Reaching out to 
others.’ His current book Night Call, Embracing 
Compassion and Hope in a Troubled World, 
will be given to all attendees. Also speaking 
that day is Dr. Wendy Cadge, Professor in the 
Department of Sociology and Chair of the 
Women's, Gender & Sexuality Studies Program 
at Brandeis University. She is an expert in 
contemporary American religion, especially 
related to religion in public institutions, 
religious diversity, religion and immigration, 
and religious and moral aspects in healthcare. 
She is the author of Paging God: Religion in the  

Halls of Medicine, and Heartwood, and two 
published papers on airport chaplaincy. 

Friday, September 7th, 2018, will be a 
presentation by Dr. Tina Brooks, LCSW, who has 
specialized in critical incident crisis response for 
over 25 years. She has offered support, education, 
and consultation to law enforcement, fire, rescue, 
EMS, emergency management, hospitals, military, 
schools, and various community agencies. Dr. 
Brooks is a volunteer with the Billy Graham Rapid 
Response Team. She is also a volunteer with the 
American Red Cross as a Disaster Mental Health 
supervisor. 

All deacons involved in chaplaincy and ministry 
are invited to register to hear any of the speakers.  
Check our website for more details at 
www.cltairportchapel.org for how and the cost. † 

Human Dignity at the End of Life 
Deacon Mark King 

 
Timing is everything, so it’s no surprise that I’m 
writing this piece on March 19, the Solemnity of 
St. Joseph.  St. Joseph is patron of the brothers of 
the Congregation of Holy Cross, and this morning I 
read a reflection by Br. Paul Bednarczyk, CSC, that 
included this line, “In all of his ordinariness, St. 
Joseph embodies the religious spirit for which all 
Christians long—integrity, fortitude, fidelity, and 
sanctity.” 
 

I’ve been working with a small group to organize a 
conference on the topic of “Human Dignity at the 
End of Life.”  When first approached about this 
more than a year ago, the question was “Would 
you be interested in co-leading a day-long 
workshop for Catholic health care professionals? 
There are no Catholic organizations for health 
care in the region.” He was right!  But, here in the 
Charlotte Diocese, there are no Catholic hospitals!  
There are many Catholics working in, ministering 
in, visiting or being treated in dozens of hospitals, 
but none are “Catholic hospitals.”   
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I worried that hosting a “Catholic” 
conference might actually present attendees 
with a moral dilemma.  Might the things we 
learn from presenters at a “Catholic” medical 
ethics conference cause a Catholic physician, 
nurse, technician (or deacon!) to question 
their involvement with their employer?  
After all, while a provider may have had no 
hand in some evil act, others down the hall 
may.  Pull out that morality text from 
formation, or get online! What if we all quit 
our hospitals?  Then there’d be no Catholic 
doctors, nurses or administrators in our 
secular hospitals!  That’s not good either!  
 

The more I prayed, the more I heard “Have a 
discussion, a dialog.  Seek understanding. 
Listen to one another.”  And so the team 
proceeded to assemble a leading national 
panel of experts rooted in the Hippocratic 
and Catholic moral and ethical tradition.  We 
welcomed physicians, nurses, healthcare 
administrators, clergy, chaplains, ethicists 
and all who “converge along this road” 
providing care at the end of life.   
 
We agreed the event would be open to all, 
regardless of faith tradition. And a few 
weeks ago, Converging Roads equipped 
attendees with tools to discuss and better 
understand our role in providing care at the 
end of life. By collaborating with churches, 
hospitals, and universities, we brought 
together a complement of professionals who 
work and minister to the dying to share the 
most up-to-date training in health care 
ethics and to listen and learn from one 
another.    
 
I said earlier, “timing is everything.”  The 
conference at Belmont Abbey College is 
scheduled for April 14, which is also the day 
we celebrate the ordination of 15 new 
deacons here in our diocese.  I pray that we 
have that conversation, that dialog, that we 
listen to one another and seek   
 
 
 

understanding, open to the Holy Spirit.   
 
Wherever we find ourselves employed as 
deacons, may we follow St. Joseph’s lead in 
integrity, fortitude, fidelity, and sanctity, and find 
ways to converge along the road with all those 
whom we serve. 

xxx 

 
Deacon Mark King serves as Assistant Vice 
President of Research at Atrium Health (formerly 
Carolinas HealthCare System) and at St. Gabriel 
Parish, Charlotte. † 
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