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her, which made them both laugh. 
 
I have heard that if you want to make God 
laugh, make plans. Of course, most of us have 
goals and desires for our lives, but God is 
ultimately the ‘planner.’ When good things 
happen that I don’t expect, sometimes I 
scratch my head and ask God if He is laughing 
(with me, not at me, of course). Sometimes I 
have even joked with God saying ‘Okay, you 
can stop laughing now!’ 
 
Can you think of an instance in your life where 

you might imagine God was laughing? † 

About Spiritual Direction  Deacon Mark J. King 
 
In formation, I learned I needed to have a 
spiritual director. 
 
Paul would be my first spiritual "director," 
whatever that was.  We would meet each 
month and sort through what was going on in 
my prayer life.  He helped me be accountable 
for my time with God, helped me to go deeper 
in prayer than reciting Hail Mary's, helped me 
discover new ways to pray, and helped me put 
a voice to the anger and frustration and 
disappointment I felt with God. 
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Does Jesus Laugh?  Theresa Williams 

I imagine He does. Why not? In the Bible, we read about 
Him having the same human emotions we do: He wept 
over the death of His friend Lazarus. I also imagine He 
danced (maybe at the wedding feast in Cana?). Some 
years ago, a friend of ours gave us a pencil sketch of 
Jesus laughing. I have to admit the first time I saw any 
artwork with Jesus laughing, I was challenged to think 
outside my concept of Jesus. I bet He liked to have a bit 
of fun every now and then, time to relax and unwind 
from all His teachings, miracles and, of course, to get 
away from the Pharisees and Sadducees! In a movie 
about Christ, there was a scene where Mary was having 
Jesus wash His hands, and He playfully flicked water on  
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August 5, 2017   Continuing Education  
    Location To Be Determined 
 
August 10, 2017  Rite of Acolyte/Annual Recommitment 
    St. Patrick Cathedral (6:30 PM) 
 
October 13-15, 2017  Deacons & Wives Retreat 

    Catholic Conference Center, Hickory, NC 

     DATES TO REMEMBER 
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director or seeking more information about 
spiritual direction as a ministry and service. 

"Spiritual direction is, in reality, nothing more 
than a way of leading us to see and obey the real 
Director — the Holy Spirit hidden in the depths of 
our soul." -Thomas Merton, Trappist monk, USA 
 
"We define Christian spiritual direction as help 
given by one Christian to another which enables 
that person to pay attention to God’s personal 
communication to him or her, to respond to this 
personally communicating God, to grow in 
intimacy with this God, and to live out the 
consequences of the relationship." -William A. 
Barry, SJ and William J. Connolly, SJ, Center for 
Religious Development, Cambridge, MA, USA 

"Spiritual direction is the contemplative practice 
of helping another person or group to awaken to 
the mystery called God in all of life, and to 
respond to that discovery in a growing 
relationship of freedom and commitment." -
James Keegan, SJ, Roman Catholic, USA, on behalf 
of the 2005 Coordinating Council of Spiritual 
Directors International 

I recently went on a weeklong silent retreat. 
Retreat houses typically have trained directors to 
sit with retreatants for a period of time each 
day. When I made my plans, I mentioned that I 
was a permanent deacon from another diocese. 
 The retreat center arranged for a deacon trained 
and experienced in spiritual direction to serve as 
my director for the week, leading me through a 
series of reflections on our ministry at the altar 
and beyond.  What an amazing experience!  

Do yourself a favor this year, make a serious 
commitment to seek out a trained spiritual 
director to meet with monthly.  For once, when 
you receive the annual form from your bishop or 
vicar, the one asking you to detail your ministry 
activity for the past year, don't leave the line 
about a spiritual director blank again this year. 
Perhaps pray about entering a spiritual direction 
formation program yourself!  You will be blessed, 
and then you can better give! 
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Pull over, honey  

Men don't like to ask for directions. We fully expect 
that our GPS will get us there... eventually.  We will 
drive an extra twenty miles, risking an empty tank and 
a bladder meltdown before asking for help.  Sadly, for 
many of us it's the same with our spiritual lives.  We 
fully expect that we can type a destination or a 
question into our God box and arrive just in time, 
without having to ask anyone for guidance. 
 
Someone once asked if I had heard the joke about the 
dyslexic, agnostic insomniac?  Apparently, he was up 
all night wondering if there was really a dog. Do 
yourself a favor, do your wife a favor, do your 
parishioners a favor, seek out a qualified spiritual 
director to journey with you. 

I have benefitted tremendously from my relationships 
with good, solid, formally-trained spiritual directors. 
 They come in all flavors- men, women, married, 
single, clergy, lay, religious, diocesan, priests, 
deacons, sisters, brothers, Catholic, Protestant, 
Jewish, non-denominational, you name it. Some will 
be a good fit for you, some will not.  Not everyone is 
called to a ministry of spiritual direction.  Buyer 
beware- some well-intentioned people will offer 
spiritual direction or companionship, but may have no 
formal training in the ministry.  

There is no official credentialing body for the ministry 
of spiritual direction, however Spiritual Directors 
International is by far the largest and most respected 
professional organization for the ministry (see their 
website at http://www.sdiworld.org/ ).  There are a 
number of good solid spiritual direction formation 
programs available through colleges, seminaries, 
retreat centers and even some dioceses across the 
United States.  Some religious orders, like the Society 
of Jesus, employ direction as a foundational building 
block of ministry. 

No One Needs to Go it Alone 

Spiritual direction is not counseling or therapy or 
financial advice.  As the SDI website says, “simply put, 
spiritual direction is helping people tell their sacred 
stories every day.” Spiritual Directors International 
offers many resources for people seeking a spiritual   
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About the author 

Deacon Mark J. King was ordained to the 
permanent diaconate in June, 2005 for the 
Diocese of Norwich, CT.  He is currently serving 
at St. Gabriel Parish, Charlotte, NC (Diocese of 
Charlotte).  Deacon Mark has been married to 
his wife, Susan, thirty years, and they have three 

beautiful and talented children. † 

Spiritual Direction–One Perspective 
Deacon Kevin Williams 
 
Elsewhere in this edition of The Servant, we 
have information about the Continuing 
Education session in August. The focus for that 
session will be about spiritual direction. 
 
Some of you know that I have a certificate in 
spiritual direction from The Cenacle of Our Lady 
of Divine Providence School of Spirituality in 
Clearwater, Florida. I know--the name is a 
mouthful--but it is an excellent place to learn 
the art of spiritual direction.  

Why does a person need a spiritual director? 
Simply put, we need someone to walk with us 
on our journey because we are fallen, sinful 
people who can’t see everything clearly when it 
comes to our relationship with God. So, we need 
help to do that. A spiritual director can see 
things more objectively and can see things that 
we are blinded to. My spiritual director (I’ve 
been receiving spiritual direction for nearly 20 
years) is able to bring a different perspective to 
what’s going on in my life. He can see things that 
I’m not able to. I’ve found it a great help having 
someone to talk to about my spiritual journey. 

Who is qualified to be a spiritual director? You 
want to look for someone who has training from 
a reputable program. Ask around. Do some 
internet research about which schools seem 
preferable. Having said that, there are people 
who have natural gifts as spiritual directors who 
aren’t trained. They can be effective spiritual 
directors. But they can also become even better 
by getting some training.   

 

 

 

 

What happens in spiritual direction? In general, 
spiritual direction will focus on your prayer life 
and your efforts to grow in holiness and virtue. 
The director will help you explore what’s going 
on in your life and will look for clues about how 
God is working in your life. The specifics of how 
that happens will vary from one director to the 
next. Sessions are generally one hour in length 
and most people meet once a month, although 
that can be flexible depending on the 
circumstances in the person’s life. 

Is there a fee for spiritual direction? There isn’t a 
set answer for this. Some directors have a set 
charge, but also use a sliding scale for those who 
can’t afford it. Some directors don’t have a set 
charge, but will accept donations. Others don’t 
accept anything directly, but might accept 
something for their parish or ministry 
organization. Every situation is different. 

Can you “fire” your spiritual director? 
Sometimes, spiritual direction works for a while 
but then something changes and it isn’t as 
effective. If you find yourself in that situation, 
talk to your director about that. They should be 
mature enough to recognize the situation and 
help you move on to someone else. 

What I’ve given you here will hopefully whet 
your appetite to find out more. There is much 
more to it that just these few words. Come to 
the Continuing Education session in August and 

get your questions answered. † 

Serving the Lord in Holiness 
Deacon John Martino 
 

In sitting by the fireplace with a cup of coffee, 
my thoughts center on these words from 
Morning Prayer: “Let us serve the Lord in 
holiness all the days of our life.” 

During these last few months, in looking through 
many deacon files and all the current reviews, 
one thing is certain: the Diocese of Charlotte is 
blessed with deacons who serve the Lord in 
holiness each and every day.  With support of 
wives and family, God’s work carries on through 
the one spirit of service that each deacon      
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receives at his ordination.      

• The spirit of service in preaching and 
teaching from the far-reaching parishes 
in the Asheville region to the parishes 
throughout our diocese 

• The spirit of service in addressing the 
needs of our jails in the Charlotte region 
to the jails, detention facilities, and 
prisons throughout our diocese 

• The spirit of service in reaching out to 
the elderly, disabled and homebound in 
the Triad region to the needs of peace 
and justice throughout our diocese 

• The spirit of service in being role models for 
the youth in the Hickory region to helping 
and preparing all those discerning calls to 
serve God throughout our diocese 

In looking at these examples, let us be mindful 
that for a deacon to serve the Lord in 
“holiness,” a deacon’s own life is to be rooted 
in holiness.  As referenced in the National 
Directory for Permanent Deacons, “A deacon’s 
spiritual formation is defined as growing in 
holiness and the practice of Christian virtues.”   

It is the holiness formed by habits and 
practices that becomes a foundation for a 
lifetime of ongoing spiritual formation.  In 
referencing the National Directory for 
Permanent Deacons, it is the holiness that can 
only grow through spiritual formation that 
centers on:  

• An ongoing relationship with Jesus 

• A devotion to Mary, the Mother of God 

• Ongoing spiritual direction 

• Continuing education programs offered 
in February and August of each year and 
through NDICE and online programs 

• Personal and communal prayer through 
the Liturgy of the Hours and in the 
celebration of the sacraments 

 

 

• The Deacons and Wives Annual Retreat and 
participation in spiritual renewal events such as the 
Diocesan Eucharistic Congress, and Diocesan and 
Parish Days of Recollection 
 

• And prayer and reflection that focus on the 
Church’s liturgical year  

As deacons, let us all take advantage of spiritual 
formation programs being offered to us within our 
own diocese.  As deacons, let us take every 
opportunity given to us to grow in holiness and to 
grow in our relationship and closeness with God. For 
in growing in holiness, the deacon will serve the 
Lord in holiness. “Let us serve the Lord in HOLINESS 

all the days of our life.” † 

Jubilee of Deacons to Rome - May 27-29, 2016 
Deacon John Kopfle 
 

L
Left to right: Deacon Jim Bozik, Nancy Kopfle, and 
Deacon John Kopfle 
 

 
Left to right are: Deacons Michael Martini, Chip Wilson, 
Mark Nash, John Kopfle, and Jim Bozik.   
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During the last week of May 2016, John and 
Nancy Kopfle and Jim Bozik traveled to Rome 
for sightseeing and to attend the Jubilee for 
Deacons. The Jubilee included a procession 
through the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica, 
talks on the role of deacons and wives, and 
Mass with Pope Francis and some 2000 
deacons from around the world on Sunday. 
 

How do I begin to summarize our pilgrimage 
for the Jubilee of Deacons? First, the statistics: 
 
A) 9,600 miles flown from CLT to Rome and 
back, B) hundreds of thousands of steps, C) 20 
meals, D) many glasses of wine, and E) 11 
churches visited: 4 major basilicas: St. Peter's, 
St. John Lateran (Rome Cathedral), St. Paul 
Outside the Walls, and St. Mary Majo; 3 
basilicas: Santa Maria Sopra Minerva (St. Mary 
Above Minerva), San Andrea della Valle (St. 
Andrew della Valle), and San Clemente (St. 
Clement); 4 churches: Santo Spirito in Sassia 
(Church of the Holy Spirit in the Saxon district), 
North American College Chapel, Gesu (Jesus) 
Church, and Scala Santa (Sacred Steps). Our 
favorite tours were the Scavi tour and St. Paul 
Outside the Walls. We made many, many 
friends. 
 

We began the trip May 22, 2016, with great 
anticipation, but--like life in general--not 
realizing exactly what lay in store for us. This 
was not just another vacation, but a 
pilgrimage to a holy place for a once-in-a-
lifetime event. Throughout the history of the 
Church, people have made pilgrimages to 
sacred places: the Holy Land, Rome, Assisi, 
Santiago de Compostela, Lourdes, Fatima. 
They go for devotion to a particular saint, for 
healing, for inspiration, for repentance, for 
hope, or maybe just for curiosity. For 
whatever reason, they are transformed in 
some way and will never be the same. So it 
was with us.   
 
 

 
 

As the Church reminds us, we Christians are a 
pilgrim people, journeying on the way to 
salvation. During our pilgrimage, we were 
delighted and disappointed, but it was all good. 
God surprises and challenges us so we don't 
forget who's in charge. 
 
A trip like this in the presence of so many good 
and faithful people re-energizes one's faith and 
gives us the determination to press on regardless 
of our problems and sinfulness and that of the 
world. The Resurrection of Our Lord and His 
saving power makes us Christians a people of 
hope, even in life's darkest hours. We urge you to 
make your own pilgrimage to an overseas site or 
wherever you can – even if it's just a short drive 
or walk to a local sacred place – so that you can 

be transformed and grow in God's grace. † 
 

Rome Review & St. Peter     Deacon Jim Bozik 

In my line of work (data and analytics), there's 
something called "regression towards the mean" - 
that eventually a high or low event eventually 
returns to its normal level, as opposed to a "level 
shift" - something that changes and doesn't 
return.  For me, our week in Rome was the latter. 
 

Holidays are rare and special in one way because 
they are different. They are--or are supposed to--
take us away from our normal lives.  At Easter, we 
are raised to new life, not just for one day, but 
forever.  And so it is with our trip to Rome. 
 

I arrived wanting to open myself to the yearnings 
of the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit did not 
disappoint.  There were questions that I took with 
me concerning my work and my ministry that are 
more clear after my visit.   I have reoriented 
myself toward God--easy enough to do when you 
are surrounded by so many holy places and 
images--more difficult when you are stuck in 
traffic in Charlotte; easy enough a few days out, 
more difficult as time wears on. 
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The highlights?  I doubt that I will ever again 
be able to sit within 20 yards of Pope Francis 
or stand a few feet away from him.  It was a 
blessing to share that day with Deacons 
Michael, Mark, and Chip, and the week with 
Deacon John and Nancy; being able to visit 
the tomb of St. Peter and be surprised to 
have our jubilee meetings in the church 
where the body of St. Catherine of Siena, 
one of my heroes, is entombed; having lunch 
and dinner in small cafes with dear friends, 
and meeting Deacon (and now Father) David 
at the North American College. 
Disappointments?  It was impossible to really 
enjoy the Vatican Museums with the crush 
of people that where there on our day; not 
being able to visit St. Ignatius' chapel at 
Gesu--they need to listen again to Pope 
Francis' homily from last Sunday about 
churches being open and available!   
 

While our eyes and hearts were raised to 
heaven so many times, I was also aware that 
we still have work to do on earth.  A sad 
sight every evening, as businesses closed for 
the night, were homeless men and women 
staking their territory to sleep for the night 
just a few feet from St. Peter's Square.   
 
Speaking of St. Peter, I was born and raised 
in St. Peter Parish in Lorain, OH, a small steel 
and auto manufacturing town.  God first 
started to reveal His plans for me while I 
attended St. Peter's in Richmond, VA.  And 
finally, as I completed my formation, I am 
assigned to St. Peter's in Charlotte.  Clearly 
St. Peter has been at my side my whole life.  
In Rome, I was able to visit his tomb to say 
thanks and to ask for his help in person.  And 
now I have one more cherished event with 

him to add to my life story.  Peace. † 
 

 
 
 

 

Deacon Lee Levenson’s travel tips to Rome 
 
Deacon Lee Levenson and his wife have also 
travelled to Rome on numerous occasions. He 
was kind enough to share some travel tips with 
us: 
 
For deacons contemplating a trip to Italy, on your 
own or in conjunction with a parish pilgrimage, 
you may arrange for tickets for the Wednesday 
Papal Audience (assuming the Holy Father is in 
town.) Please provide the following: your name, 
the names of all in your group, the number of 
tickets required, your telephone number in USA, 
email address, your contact information in Italy 
as well. Send this information in the following 
manner by email, phone or fax to: 
 
Ms. Carol Cerar, Diocese of Charlotte Chancery 
Office, 740.370.3325 (office), 740.370.3245 (fax), 
carolc@charlottediocese.org. 
 
For contact info on a travel agency specializing in 
Catholic pilgrimages, email Deacon Lee Levenson 
at lleven3017@aol.com.)  
 
Other useful websites/email: 
scavi@fsp.va. To request the Scavi tour (Book 
early! Only 250 people are allowed through each 
day.)  
 
https://www.pnac.org Pontifical North American 
College (where you obtain tickets for the 

Wednesday audience). † 

 
August Continuing Education 
Deacon Mike Stout 
 
First of all, I want to congratulate Deacon Jim 
Hamrlik for doing a wonderful job of coordinating 
the programs for the Diaconate Continuing 
Education for the last five years. Jim, you will be 
a tough act to follow! If you missed the February 
program on the new Rite of Matrimony, you 
missed an excellent in-depth presentation by LTP 
(Liturgy Training Publications). The presentation 
by LTP was offered online so that those who  
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could not make it to St. Matthews were able to 
join in. We hope to be making the online 
participation available to more programs in the 
future. Jim, you and your team did an excellent 
job. 
 
Secondly, I wish to invite you to make plans to 
attend our next program on August 5th, at a site 
to be determined, for an in-depth presentation 
and discussion on the topic “Spiritual Direction." 
 

Let me ask you, how many of you have 
anguished over answering the questions on the 
Deacon Annual Report: Do you have a spiritual 
director? Do you meet regularly? How often? I 
know I have over the years. Maybe you, like I, 
have struggled with such questions as:  Why do I 
need a spiritual director? How do I go about 
finding a spiritual director? What questions 
should I ask the person? Are there 
trained/certified spiritual directors in the diocese 
in my area? Do I pay/stipend this person? What 
if it doesn't work out with this person? I'm sure 
you have your own questions you can add to this 
list. 
 
Well, here is an opportunity to get those 
questions answered, and to answer those 
questions on the Annual Report in a positive way 
as well. For our August 5th session, we will hear 
from three certified spiritual directors in the 
diocese, and a priest who was directly involved 
in the education and development of spiritual 
directors nationally. At the end, the presenters 
will meet as a panel to address any questions 
they may not have answered in their 
presentations. Please reserve the date on your 
calendar now for this insightful presentation. 
You won't be disappointed. 
 
As I commented earlier, a site for this 
presentation has yet to be determined. So, if 
you’d like to host this presentation at your 
parish, please email me at 
mlstout4@yahoo.com. May God continue to 

bless you in your ministries. †   

 
 

Formation Update Deacon Ed Konarski 

The 15 men and their wives in the Diaconal 
Formation Program will soon be completing the 
third year of the four-year program. The men 
continue to persevere on the path to ordination 
as permanent deacons in Spring 2018, little 
more than a year away. Through academic 
study, personal reflection, and the exercise of 
many spiritual practices, they continue to show 
great progress on the path of being formed into 
the faithful servants God desires. They are 
learning to integrate their personal spiritual 
progress into their everyday environments, 
thereby becoming co-workers with Christ in 
giving witness to God’s love for his people 
through their own lives. The faith and 
dedication of these couples to their calling is 
great and is an inspiration to all who witness 
their efforts. 
 

This past year, the candidates have completed 
online courses through the University of Notre 
Dame on such topics as the Letters of St. Paul, 
Church History, Christology, and the Eucharist. 
They have completed courses at the Catholic 
Conference Center on Spirituality, Public 
Speaking, Hospice Care, History of the 
Diaconate, and Eschatology. Fr. Reid of St. 
Ann’s in Charlotte started the year last fall with 
a seminar on Mariology that appeared to have 
a powerful effect on the couples. The year 
comes to completion with a retreat at the 
beginning of June led by Fr. James Garneau 
from the Diocese of Raleigh. Additionally, Sr. 
Gertrude Gillette led a seminar the past spring 
specifically for the wives on the Spirituality of 
St. Teresa of Avila that has proven fruitful to 
their own spiritual formation. The formation 
team is grateful to all of the teachers of these 
classes who give of themselves in support of 
the couples in the formation program. 

NECROLOGY: 
Gerard (Jerry) LaPointe - December 18, 2016 
Thomas Rasmussen - December 22, 2016 
Carole Hubbell - January 29, 2017 
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Importantly, during this past year, the men have 
begun their study and practice of homiletics. They 
have experienced seminars on homiletics from 
both priests and deacons who are accomplished in 
preparing and delivering homilies. Importantly, 
each candidate has had three opportunities to 
proclaim the Gospel and deliver a homily in the 
presence of an audience that provides critical 
feedback with the goal of sharpening their skills. 
We all know that proclaiming the Gospel and 
delivering homilies are perhaps the most public of 
diaconal ministries. Therefore, much attention is 
given to forming the men in the disposition and 
skills necessary to accomplish these roles in a 
proper and effective manner. We are pleased that 
the candidates are indeed taking the instruction 
and feedback that they are being given with an 
accepting attitude and progressing well on their 
path toward becoming effective proclaimers of 
the Gospel and inspiring homilists. A final note on 
homiletics, the progress of the men could not be 
accomplished without the support of the entire 
community of deacons in our diocese. 
Approximately 33 deacons and deacon wives 
volunteered to come and critique the homilies of 
the candidates. This is an awesome demonstration 
of the commitment to service of the deacons and 
deacon wives in our diocese to the formation 
program. For this, the formation team, along with 
the candidates, is greatly appreciative, and we 
give our sincerest “Thank You” to all who 
attended and provided support in this process.  
 

The couples and the formation team are looking 
forward to the Rite of Acolyte which will be held 
on August 10 (Feast of St. Lawrence, Deacon and 
Martyr) at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. This will be the 
last of the rites the candidates will receive until 
their ordination. This Mass will also serve as the 
Annual Recommitment of Deacons, so we 
anticipate seeing all of you there so that we might 
visit and share our particular calling and 

relationship in Christ. † 

 
 

Calling Aspirants to the Class of 2022 
Deacon Scott Gilfillan 

We have launched the identification and 
selection process for the next formation 
class.  Here are some milestones of where 
we’ve been and where we’re going: 

• In January, we held an information 
meeting for all men and their wives 
who may be interested in applying to 
the next formation class.  Over fifty 
inquirers were in attendance.   

• After this meeting, we opened our 
application window for the class of 
2022 (can you believe it!) 

• March 11, we closed the application 
window. 

• Throughout April, May, and June, the 
regional coordinators and deacon 
formation team will identify those 
men we would like to recommend to 
the bishop for the aspirancy year. 

• Aspirancy team training will be 
scheduled for August. 

• Aspirancy will begin in September. 

To begin aspirancy for what promises to be 
another sizable group of men and their 
wives, we’ll need help.  Here are two ways 
you can assist the process: 

• Pray for all of the applicants to the 
diaconate - for their clear 
discernment on God’s plan and 
purpose for their life.  Pray also for 
those will be involved in the selection 
process – that the Spirit will guide 
their thoughts, words and actions.   

• Consider joining the aspirancy team.  
Our aspirancy and formation 
programs have benefited 
magnificently from widespread 
participation of our deacons and their 
wives.  Let me know of your interest 
as soon as you can. 

Thank you for all you have done to help in 
the formation of the deacons in our diocese.  
Director of Formation 
Email:  deacon.scott@att.net 
Cell:  828-261-6375 
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Blessings on your ministries! 
 
Deacon Scott Gilfillan 
Director of Formation 
Email:  deacon.scott@att.net 
Cell:  828-261-6375 
 
Select from among you seven reputable men, 

filled with the Spirit and wisdom.  Acts:6 † 

Upcoming Events/Announcements 
 
October 2017 Deacons and Wives Retreat  
Deacon John Martino 
 
Deacons and Wives Retreat 
Date:  October 13-15, 2017 
Retreat Master:  Father James Garneau 
Title/Theme:  "To Serve Him, We Need to Know 
and Love Him." 
 
Here is Father Jim's comment to me this week, 
"Dear Deacon John, I believe this is an inspiring 
title and theme for the retreat. I will embrace it 
and proceed accordingly. With thanks and best 
wishes," Father Jim Garneau. 
 
The Very Reverend James F. Garneau, V.F., is 
director of the permanent diaconate for the 
Raleigh diocese, pastor of Saint Mary of the 
Angels Parish, vicar forane (dean) of the 
Newton Grove Deanery, administrator of Maria 
Reina de las Americas Parish and Santa Teresa 
del Ni o Jesus Mission. 

 
Rite of Acolyte and Deacon Annual 
Commitment Mass 

Date:  August 10, 2017, Thursday 
Time:  6:30 PM 
Place:  Saint Patrick Cathedral 
Liturgical Day:  Feast of Saint Lawrence 

 
In support of the candidates preparing to 
receive the Rite of Acolyte, and in affirmation 
of our own ordination promises, please do all  
 

you can to attend this Mass. This is the last rite 
before ordination to the permanent diaconate 
for the candidates.  
 
Please pray for the candidates, wives and 
families and continue to pray for all deacons, 
wives and families who are called to God's 

service. † 

**** 
From Vince Shaw: 

If you haven’t sent your Association dues for the 

2016-2017 year, please do so. Thank you. † 

Welcome to the Diocese 
 
We now have more information on Deacon 
Dietsch to share with you: 

We welcome Deacon Chuck Dietsch and his wife 
Dorne Jo. Chuck was ordained in May 1985 for 
the Miami Archdiocese. For the past 20 years, 
he has served in the Archdiocese of Hartford, 
CT, at Sacred Heart Church in Southbury, CT. 
Deacon Chuck was assigned to Sacred Heart 
Church in Brevard on August 1, 2016. 

**** 

We welcome Deacon William David Powers (he 
goes by David) and his wife Susan.  They 
relocated to the Waxhaw area from the Diocese 
of Arlington in August 2016.  David retired from 
the Government Civilian Service (Department of 
the Army) on March 31, 2016. He was ordained 
for the Diocese of Arlington, VA, on January 15, 
2011.  Deacon David has been granted faculties 
and assignment to Our Lady of Lourdes in 
Monroe effective September 13, 2016. 

**** 

We welcome Deacon John “Zeke” Panzica and 
his wife Jeanmarie. They recently relocated to 
the Charlotte area from the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre in New York.  John was ordained May 18, 
2013. He has been assigned to Queen of 
Apostles parish in Belmont effective November 
28, 2016.   
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We welcome Deacon Miles C. Merwin and 
his wife Polly. They have a home in 
Collierville, TN. When in residence there, he 
serves the Church of the Incarnation parish. 
Deacon Miles was ordained on March 4, 
2000, for the Diocese of Memphis, TN. He 
also serves as an Advocate for the Memphis 
Diocese Tribunal and is invested in the 
Knights of the Holy Sepulcher. 

The Merwins are also seasonal residents of 
Maggie Valley, NC. Deacon Miles has been 
assigned to Saint Margaret of Scotland 
Catholic Church in Maggie Valley, NC. His 
appointment is effective December 21, 2016. 

**** 

We welcome Deacon Webster A. James and 
his wife Celia. They just recently moved from 
Goldsboro, NC, where he served at the 
parish of Saint Mary. They now live in 
Denver, NC, closer to their family. Deacon 
Webster was ordained on November 12, 
2004, for the Diocese of Raleigh, NC. He has 
served as Director of Faith Formation and 
served as a Catholic Chaplain at Wayne 
Memorial Hospital and Three HC, a hospice 
center in Eastern North Carolina. Deacon 
Webster has been assigned to Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church in Denver, NC. His 
appointment is effective December 21, 2016. 

**** 

We welcome Deacon Jose Vargas and his 
wife Maria. Deacon Jose was ordained on 
May 18, 2012, for the Diocese of Arecibo, 
Puerto Rico. They are seasonal residents of 
High Point, NC. When in residence, Jose will 
be available to help with parish activities and 
assist with the Spanish-speaking community. 
He has been granted faculties and will be 
serving at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
in High Point, NC. His appointment is 

effective January 25, 2017. † 

 

 

Are You Really Fasting? Theresa Williams 

Is it really Lent already? Yep! Ash Wednesday has 
come and gone.  Gone also is our ashy forehead 
smudge. Ashes remind us that we are sinners and 
have a need to repent. During Lent, we hear 
messages about prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. I 
will focus on fasting. 

What do we think fasting is? Sure, it’s eating less or 
nothing at all, but shouldn’t we do more than that? 
Let’s not forget that fasting can include more than 
eating; it can have a spiritual dimension as well. 
Giving up material things like food can be a good 
thing, but our spirits need something more. Why 
not fast from the things that trip us up spiritually: 
impatience, anxiety, mistrust, judging others, 
gossiping, spending more time at work than we 
need to, bad driving, being inconsiderate? I think 
you get the idea. We might pray more, spend more 
time reading spiritual books, doing works of 
charity, you name it. Those are all good things, but 
are we making progress on our sins? I encourage 
you to think of your soul as the inside of a tree. The 
rings show how fast or slow a tree grew. The rings 
are sometimes close together, other times further 
apart. When Jesus examines your soul at the end 
of time, how will He see your growth? Will there 
be fast growth or slow growth? Will you have 
made progress towards becoming more like Him, 

the Tree of Life? † 

Cursillo News 
 
The following appointments were made by the 
Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis: 
  
Deacon Mark Diener is appointed Spiritual Advisor 
for Region VII of the National Cursillo Movement 
effective January 1, 2017. 
 
Deacon Michael Martini is appointed Spiritual 
Advisor for the English Speaking Cursillo movement 
in the Diocese of Charlotte.  The appointment is 

effective January 1, 2017. † 
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