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Gifted in many ways, he was notorious for long-
winded, rambling homilies that often ran over 
20 minutes, evoking silent groans and 
discomfort among his listeners. Homiletics was 
simply not his strength. I couldn’t find a 
diplomatic way to help him with his preaching 
skills without hurting his feelings. Other priests 
and colleagues were often not so charitable. It 
was a sore point with him. 
 

He often joked that my homilies were too 
short. My weekend homilies usually run ten 
minutes or less, my weekday homilies about 
half of that. Still, he grudgingly noted that my 
homilies were usually well-received. Prior to 
the start of the first Mass, he good-naturedly 
introduced me as “Deacon Lee, president of the 
(fictitious) ‘Short-Homily Association.’” Much to 
his surprise, and my amusement, a raucous 
burst of applause followed. He turned to me 
and said, “Do you think they’re sending me a 
message?” His new congregation made it clear 
that he needed to improve. Far from being 
chastised, he resolved to do better, shorten his 
homilies and stay more focused. I am praying 
hard for him! 
 
There are many ways to prepare to preach. 
Homiletics professors, well-meaning colleagues 
and friends cite numerous printed and online 
resources for us. While beneficial and helpful,  
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 The Short Homily Association Needs You!  
         Deacon Lee Levenson 
 
A few years ago, I visited a priest-friend’s new parish in 
Charleston, SC, to run several ministry workshops. I 
agreed to preach at every weekend Mass to give my 
friend, “Father A,” some respite. 
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October 13-15, 2017  Deacons & Wives Retreat 
    Catholic Conference Center, Hickory, NC 
 
February 3, 2018  Continuing Education  
    Location To Be Determined 
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Honoring My Brother Deacons 
 Deacon Ruben Tamayo 
 
We recently celebrated the Feast of St. Lawrence, 
deacon and martyr (8/10). He was born in 225 
and martyred in Rome August 10th, 258, just four 
days after his mentor, Pope Sixtus II, was 
martyred. At Pope Sixtus’ request, Lawrence 
became the archdeacon of Rome and was 
responsible for administering the goods of the 
diocese, including using the Church’s resources to 
help the poor, the sick, and the elderly. In 2015, I 
was blessed to visit the basilica in Rome in which 
his earthly remains are kept under the main altar. 
Much to my surprise, St. Stephen’s remains, the 
deacon who suffered martyrdom by being stoned 
to death for proclaiming the Gospel as St. Paul 
watched, were with St. Lawrence’s (remains) as 
well. This poignant visit to honor my brother 
deacons served as a powerful reminder that all of 
us are called to honor and serve our Lord Jesus 

above all - despite the cost.  † 
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I submit that perhaps the most important resource is 
the wristwatch. The old misperception that Sunday 
homilies should be longer and more detailed than 
weekday homilies just does not hold water. Certainly, 
the homilist should deliver a meaningful, enlightening 
and, yes, entertaining homily, but shorter is better! 
 

Have you watched the congregation while someone 
else is preaching? Deacons see a lot from the 
sanctuary: fidgeting, yawning, reading bulletins, eyes 
rolling--or worse yet--eyes closing show the homilist is 
wading into troubled waters. A doomed homily often 
is stilted, read unenthusiastically from notes, fails to 
engage the congregation, meanders off point and--
dread of all dreads--lasts far too long! Every homilist 
has a different style and approach that works for him. 
I found that delivering a message in a personal, 
conversational manner works best for me and seems 
to have the best reception. 
 

I also help facilitate a weekly men’s fellowship 
gathering in Boone, NC. Wednesday mornings we 
explore, discuss and comment on the upcoming 
Sunday readings. In the process of researching, 
explaining and participating in the lively discussion, a 
homily invariably taps me on the shoulder and takes 
shape. Once I am comfortable with the theme and 
have prayed about the message, I rarely use notes. 
This allows me to engage the congregation in a 
personal, conversational manner and almost always 
provides me with great positive feedback afterwards. 
So, gather your thoughts, pray that the Holy Spirit will 
fill your heart, wear your wristwatch, and come join 

the “Short Homily Association!”  † 
 
Diocesan Association of Permanent Deacons  
Deacon Michael Goad 
 

Below are the names of those running for 
next year’s DAD Association.  
 
President – Tom McGahey 
Vice President – Jim Bozik 
Secretary – John Harrison 
Treasurer – Vincent Shaw  
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NECROLOGY: 
Deacon Robert M. Kratchman - April 6, 2017 
Deacon Eugene "Gene" Gillis – June 14, 2017 
Deacon Charles C. Dietsch - August 31, 2017 
Deacon Charles Knight - September 13, 2017 
 



 

  

 

 

“Enjoy The Rain!  God’s Grace Is Wonderful!” 
Deacon John Martino 

Last week a childhood friend wrote this 
comment on Facebook: “Normally when it pours 
down rain, I’m annoyed… but after a week of 
stress… being home and listening to the calming 
sound of rain is wonderful!  Sitting here and 
enjoying it all.” I wrote back to her:  “Enjoy the 
rain!  God’s grace is wonderful.” 
 
God’s grace is wonderful and surrounds us as we 
enjoy the end of these summer months and the 
liturgical weeks of Ordinary Time.  For deacons 
and wives, it is the time when we can look within 
and reflect on the stories of our own lives. 
 

During this time of the year, the beauty of the 
outdoors presents us with great opportunities to 
reflect on God’s grace, his presence within our 
lives.  For some of us, we might just spend some 
quiet time on the back porch, under a shady tree, 
on a mountain trail, on a coastal beach, or by a 
running stream.  And of course, if we take the 
advice of my friend, we can just sit and listen to 
the calming sound of rain as we gaze out an open 
window.   
 

Without a doubt, this is a great time to not only 
reflect, but to be renewed and refreshed with 
God’s grace, his presence within our lives.  So it 
is with deacons and wives that during the 
months of August and September we had the 
opportunity to do this as part of spiritual 
formation. 
 

• For some, it was taking the time to affirm 
our promises with the bishop and being 
there with our brother candidates as they 
received the Ministry of Acolyte. By 
experiencing God’s word, partaking of 
the Eucharist, and affirming our promises 
to the bishop, God renewed within us our 
call to ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• For others, it was taking the time to 
participate in the continuing education 
session on spiritual direction.  As Father Jim 
Bowler remarked, “God’s presence in the 
person of the Holy Spirit was truly here 
today."  It was a good feeling to learn ways 
to get to know God better, to grow our love 
for God more, and to be ready to serve God 
and those he calls us to serve. 

 

• For many, it was taking the time to attend 
the Annual Eucharistic Congress.  In going to 
adoration and in participating in Holy Mass, 
our faith was reinforced with our belief in 
the real presence of Jesus.  Being spiritually 
nourished with the Body of Jesus, we are 
now ready to go out and proclaim through 
our actions the greatness of the Lord. 

 

• For all, it is always taking the time to pray 
and to hear, as the Prophet Elijah did, God’s 
voice in a tiny whisper. 

 

As we approach the end of these summer months, I 
hope you have had the time to enjoy the summer 
rain.  God’s grace is wonderful, as it renews and 
refreshes us for the days of ministry ahead. Enjoy 

the rain! God’s grace Is wonderful! † 
 

National Conference of Catholic Airport Chaplains 
(NCCAC)     Deacon George Szalony 

This past July, Deacon David Reiser and I attended 
the annual meeting of the NCCAC at O'Hare airport 
in Chicago.  Both of us are certified as "Airport 
Chaplains" by the US Council of Catholic Bishops 
through the NCCAC.  In total, there are 34 members 
from almost all of the top 20 airports in the US 
according to passenger traffic (Charlotte is 5th in 
the nation). 
 
The meeting focus was three-fold, sharing 
experiences with chaplains from eight other 
airports, annual business and sharing with a team 
of permanent deacons from St. Louis as they 
focused on resurrecting the airport chaplaincy at  
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their airport.  After sharing how we all function 
in a civil environment with all of its rules and 
regulations, we turned to what we do and 
why.  We emphasized the importance of 
communicating with airport management to 
keep them abreast of how we are helping 
make their airport a supportive environment 
daily for everyone present.  If possible, we 
encourage signing a lease for space.  Simply 
put, we have to show airport and airline 
management at all levels how we help make 
their jobs easier by helping to defuse stress 
levels in people. 
 
The question I am most asked by people who 
are not familiar with airport chaplaincies is 
whether or not we offer a Sunday Catholic 
Mass.  There is an implied assumption that this 
is all we do.  My response is yes, but...  As 
most of you know, we offer two Catholic 
Masses each Sunday at Charlotte Douglas 
Airport, and it is an amazing experience to be 
with people who had made up their minds 
they would not miss Mass and sharing in the 
Eucharist.  Airport and airline employees are 
so thankful that they have the chance to 
attend Mass while working a weekend shift, 
providing they can leave their jobs for a short 
time.  
 
Unlike most American institutions who require 
chaplains, airport chaplains do not have a legal 
mandate to be present at an airport.  
Universally, we feel we have a "moral" 
demand to be present at the airport, serving 
as a last resort for passengers and employees 
who need the healing touch of the Holy Spirit 
to either continue their journey or get through 
the day.  Our focus is on what needs to be 
done as opposed to who has the authority to 
do something.  Airport chaplaincy teams need 
to be out and about the airport.  The office is a 
place where you can catch your breath, take a 
nap if you need to be present all night, and 
most of all pray.  We do not proselytize in any 
way, we reach out to all with a need and  

 

 

always ask if the person wants us to pray with them.  
Some say "no."  Then, we silently pray for them as 

they continue their journey or job. † 
 

Can Spiders Teach Us Something? Theresa Williams 
 
You’ve got to be kidding! A spider teach us 
something? No way! Patience, persistence, or the 
concept of a good work ethic are probably not the 
first words we think of when describing a spider. My 
apologies to all those with arachnophobia (fear of 
spiders). 
 

I must admit that spiders are not my favorite bug. In 
fact, they are frequently quite annoying, particularly 
when they show up in unexpected places--like 
dangling from my rearview mirror on the way home 
from Mass. While I didn’t get into an accident (thank 
goodness), let’s just say that spider didn’t do that 
anymore! 
 

I read an article, though, that described how spiders 
are very patient. It pointed out that whenever a 
spider’s web is destroyed, it patiently and 
persistently builds a new one.  I thought about that 
for a bit and decided it certainly made a lot of sense. 
Now, if we are trying to get rid of spider webs, we 
don’t tend to appreciate their persistence very 
much!  But, spiders are patient, perhaps more 
patient than I would be if I had to constantly rebuild 
a web that someone was always trying to get rid of. 
Their webs do look pretty when the dew glistens on 
them in the sunshine, and I have to admit some of 
the intricate patterns are pretty fascinating to 
contemplate, unless of course I run right into one! 
 

Another thing spiders can teach us is the value of a 
good work ethic. When they get their webs 
destroyed, they build again--out of necessity, of 
course--but without a good work ethic they starve. 
Laziness doesn’t build a web. The spiders have to 
believe for their next meal and hope that their web 
won’t get torn down, yet again. Like the spider, we  
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also must have a good work ethic, believe for 
our next meal, and not be lazy. We must have 
hope that our dreams and aspirations won’t 
be shattered, again. A spider building a web is 
a lot like us sending a resume out on the 
worldwide web (pun intended) looking for a 
job. We put it out there and pray for a fruitful 
harvest, just as the spider builds his web and 
hopes for its next catch. Just as we must be 
persistent and patient if we are to get a job, so 
too a spider must be persistent and patient in 
their quest for a meal. 
 
So, how does all this change our perception of 
patience? While having the patience of Job is 
all well and good, maybe we could all 
contemplate the patience of a spider. You see, 
God can use even bugs to teach us life’s 

lessons. † 
 

Aspirancy/Formation Update  
Deacon Scott Gilfillan 
 

The Upcoming Aspirancy Year 

After our information session in January, close 
to 50 men applied to the diaconal formation 
program.  From this group, the selection 
committee--with the approval of the bishop--
has invited 24 men and their wives to continue 
their discernment in a year of aspirancy.  To 
assist in the aspirancy process, there are 30 
aspirancy team members composed of 
deacons and wives of deacons.  Team training 
is scheduled September 23.  The team will 
assist in couple interviews, small group 
discussions, and relevant presentations.  The 
aspirants will also be asked to write monthly 
reflections, seek spiritual direction, and 
engage in some ministerial activities, both 
within and outside of their parish.  The 
aspirants and the team will meet seven times 
from October to May, either at the conference 
center in Hickory or at their own regional 
location.  The regional distribution of aspirants 
  

 

is as follows:  Charlotte-10; Greensboro-6; 
Hickory-7; Asheville-1.  There are several that 
speak Spanish.  We have good team 
representation in all of the regions but 
Greensboro.  If you’re interested in helping with 
the team in Greensboro, please contact Deacon 
Scott Gilfillan immediately 
(deacon.scott@att.net).  Please pray for our 
aspirant couples.  May they open their hearts to 
better understand how God may be calling them 
to service.  Also pray for the aspirancy team.  May 
God use them as a conduit to facilitate this 
aspirancy process.   
 

The Final Year of Diaconal Formation 
 
The deacon candidates have entered their final 
year in preparation for ordination in April.  The 
year will involve a lot of practical instruction 
covering the deacon at Mass, plus presiding at 
weddings, baptisms, funerals, and sacramental 
activities.  There will also be a few targeted 
seminars on Bioethics, Pastoral Spanish, Liturgy, 
and other subjects.  The central feature of their 
final year is a canonical five-day retreat in 
December.  Fr. Kauth will be the retreat leader.  
Please pray for all of our deacon candidates as 
they begin to fully appreciate the implications of 

being called by God to ordained ministry.  † 
 

Welcome to the Diocese of Charlotte 
 

Deacon Bernardino “Wilson” Velez has been 
assigned as a permanent deacon to  Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in Kannapolis, North Carolina. His 
appointment is effective May 22, 2017. 
 
Deacon Velez and his wife Maritza recently moved 
from Hazelton, Pennsylvania, where he served at 
Holy Name of Jesus parish in West Hazelton. 
Having grown up in Puerto Rico, he and his wife 
now live in Landis, North Carolina. Deacon Velez 
was ordained on November 27, 1999, for the 
Diocese of Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
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Deacon Velez brings with him over 17 years 
of experience as a permanent deacon 
serving at two different parish assignments. 
His service as a deacon has been extensive in 
the area of Hispanic ministry. As the Most 
Reverend Joseph Bambera of the Diocese of 
Scranton said of him, “In his parish diaconal 
assignments, Deacon Velez carried out a 
vibrant apostolate to the Latino community.” 
Deacon Velez hopes to do the same in his 
assignment at Saint Joseph parish. 
 
Please join our permanent diaconate 
community in welcoming Deacon Bernardino 
“Wilson” Velez and his wife Maritza to the 
Diocese of Charlotte. 

********* 

Deacon Jeffrey Chapman has been given 
faculties as a permanent deacon in the 
Diocese of Charlotte from April 8, 2017, until 
December 31, 2017. Due to his employment, 
he and his wife Sandy are temporarily living 
in the diocese and residing in Clemmons, 
North Carolina. During his stay in North 
Carolina, he is assigned to Holy Family Parish 
in Clemmons. 
 
Deacon Jeffrey was ordained for the Diocese 
of Shreveport on May 5, 2005, by Bishop 
William Friend. He and his wife Sandy have 
been married for 42 years and have one son 
and two wonderful grandsons. He says that 
he is enjoying his time in North Carolina and 
all the friendly people in the area. 
 
Deacon Jeffrey brings 12 years of experience 
with him as a permanent deacon and is 
looking forward to retirement next year and 
doing his ministerial work full time. 
 
Please join our permanent diaconate 
community in welcoming Deacon Jeffrey 
Chapman and his wife Sandy in their 
temporary stay to the Diocese of Charlotte. 
 
 

 
 
 

Preaching to Ourselves  Deacon Kevin Williams 

It is amazing how God’s timing will work 
sometimes. As I sit here writing this, it is nearly 
time to go to Mass. I’m preaching this weekend, 
and the gospel is about the parable of the 
unforgiving servant.  
 
But this time, there is a twist. Two days ago, I 
found out about something that happened to my 
wife, Theresa, decades ago. It was a pretty 
serious thing that left some emotional scars. A 
friend that she trusted betrayed her trust. All of a 
sudden, I found myself dealing with sadness at 
what had happened to her, and anger at the 
person who hurt her. I was acquainted with the 
person, who was one of her co-workers. That 
seemed to make it worse. I told Theresa that I 
was glad the person wasn’t here because I might 
not be very nice to them. 
  
Then I remembered what I was preaching about 
this weekend. Busted! Jesus started challenging 
me to deal with this in a more positive manner. It 
wouldn’t do me any good to hold on to any 
resentment. This was more than 35 years ago, 
and we’ll never see this person again. Yet, for 
me, the hurt was fresh. I know what Jesus is 
calling me to do. I’ll get there, but right now I’m 
still working on it. 
 
Let us never forget that when we preach, we 
preach first to ourselves. God certainly has my 
attention this weekend. AMDG (for the greater 

glory of God) † 

 

Permanent Deacons’ Jubilee Anniversaries  
 
This year marks milestone anniversaries for 15 
permanent deacons in the Diocese of Charlotte.  
From the day of their ordination, the lives of 
these deacons have changed and so have the 
lives of the many people touched by their 
ministry.  Today it is with the loving support of 
their wives and families, and through the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, that they joyfully 
continue their call to serve. 
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As symbolized by their vestments, their 
ordination is one of service.  The “stole” worn 
over the left shoulder and fastened to the side 
represents their ministry of service as teacher 
and messenger of the Gospel.  Also worn by the 
deacon is the “dalmatic” which reflects their 
ministry of charity to serve for the benefit of 
those who are most in need.    
 
Relying always on the knowledge that God cares 
for and loves them and that God will not 
abandon them, they faithfully serve God and 
those He calls them to serve.  At the end of 
Vatican II, Pope Paul VI said this of a deacon: 
“The deacon is meant to be a living sign of the 
servanthood of Christ’s Church."   
 
With the encouragement of family and friends, 
these men strive to do this each and every day in 
the Diocese of Charlotte.  Yes, for these deacons 
their ministries have had their challenges; 
however, each would say without any doubts, 
that the blessings were many.  

Whether through family ties, employment 
opportunities or retirement, the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit has brought these men to the Triad, 
Piedmont and mountains of North Carolina to 
serve the Diocese of Charlotte, North Carolina.  
As part of a vibrant and strong diaconate within 
the Diocese of Charlotte, we now celebrate their 
anniversaries with great joy. 

45 years: Deacon Ralph Eckoff, 86, and his wife 
Ruth live in Asheville, North Carolina. 

40 years Deacon Ronald Sherwood, 76, and his 
wife Vicky live in Charlotte, North Carolina; 
Deacon Sidney Huff, 81, and his wife Elease live 
in Monroe, North Carolina. 

 
 
 

 

35 years Deacon John Zimmerle, 77, and his 
wife Ladis live in Statesville, North Carolina; 
Deacon Anthony Marini, 86, and his wife Maria 
live in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida; Deacon 
George Szalony, 76, and his wife Chris live in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
 
30 years Deacon James Johnson, 80, and his 
wife Judith live in Soldotna, Alaska; Deacon J. 
Patrick Crosby, 76, and his wife Irene live in the 
Hendersonville-Brevard area of North Carolina. 

   
20 years Deacon James Gorman, 73, and his 
wife Helen live in Charlotte, North Carolina; 
Deacon Matthew Reilly, 73, and his wife Donna 
Marie live in Mooresville, North Carolina. 
 

15 years Deacon Scott McNabb, 67, and his wife 
Charlene are seasonal residents of North 
Carolina with permanent residence in Atlanta, 
Georgia; Deacon Roland Geoffroy, 76, and his 
wife Jacqueline live in Monroe, North Carolina. 

 
10 years Deacon John Barone, 67, and his wife 
Ellen live in Brasstown, North Carolina; Deacon 
John Riehl, 69, and his wife Shirley live in 
Hendersonville, North Carolina. 

 
5 Years Deacon Jose Vargas, 61, and his wife 
Maria are from Puerto Rico. He is a seasonal 
resident of North Carolina and when in 
residence serves at Immaculate Heart of Mary 

parish in High Point. † 
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