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Several years ago, a gentleman named Chris came to 
work at our company as an intern over the summer. 
He was so disabled from cerebral palsy that a 
caregiver came in daily. Chris was in a motorized 
wheelchair and wore a leather strap around his head 
called a ‘halo’ so he could type on the keyboard. It 
was pretty sad. I was uncomfortable around Chris for 
quite a while. I simply had no experience with 
someone with cerebral palsy, their slurred speech, 
involuntary movements, etc. I discovered that Chris 
had a cheerful spirit and a good outlook on life in 
spite of his disability. I never heard him complain. 
 

I simply must tell you about an incident where Chris 
was very mischievous. Another co-worker, Mike, was 
a serious individual who had a bad car accident a few 
months prior that left his back compromised. One day 
when Mike stepped away from his desk, Chris 
noticed, turned to me with a huge grin on his face, 
and laughed mischievously. Oh, man. What was he 
going to do? I was afraid if Chris pulled a prank on 
Mike, that Mike would get mad, because he could be 
pretty intense. Chris went up to the back of Mike’s 
chair and pulled it towards his desk with his feet, 
motioning for me to be quiet. I played along with 
Chris’ prank, and when Mike returned to his desk, I 
pretended nothing was wrong. Finally, Mike found 
out what Chris had done. Now what? How would 
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Most know better than to lash out at the person 
giving the orders/helping them get another 
connection often not to their liking, but feel they 
can be safe expressing how they feel (I am being 
Christian) to the person wearing the clerical 
collar. I have not learned new words but have 
heard some sometimes in different languages 
that I do not hear as part of normal life.   

This is not happening in private. Cleaning people 
(more about them in a minute), gate agents, cart 
drivers, and people who work the concession 
places, as well other passengers of all ages, are an 
audience. 99.9% of the time we let the person 
vent and then try to get them to find a space and 
open their cots. Yes, we do walk around to 
provide a sense of security and a second 
opportunity for passengers to express their 
feelings. While not specifically a New Testament 
concept, we see our responsibility to help the 
person gain enough emotional control so they can 
continue their journey without injury to 
themselves or others. 

The name of the service company that provides 
the night cleaning crew is “Sunshine.”  Three or 
four of these lucky people get to help us bring the 
cots up from the storage room on the tarmac 
level, aid in handing them out, and picking them 
up when passengers leave to resume their 
journey. Within minutes, these people take over 
the distribution of cots and blankets, help 
passengers get set up, and present the smiling 
face of Jesus reaching out to those needing care. 
The cart drivers take older and handicapped 
passengers to the lone Starbucks (open that late) 
for something hot to drink, to bathrooms, and 
often get off of their carts to help a person or 
families get set up for the night. 

Yes, we do not do it all by ourselves! There are 
moments when we can see people helping people 
they do not know, strangers comforting other 
strangers.  Before we know it, it is 4 a.m. and time 
to go home 99.9% of the time. † 
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Mike react? Mike seemed surprised and even amused 
at Chris’ prank. He wasn’t upset or anything. He got 
his chair back, and all was well. 
 
I was relieved Mike took the prank so well, and the 
incident seemed to strengthen the friendship Chris 
and I had started to develop. In the short time he was 
with us, Chris won me over with his cheerful, upbeat 
nature. He was a delight to be around, and it 
challenged me to not take myself, or life, so seriously. 
With Chris’ help, I was finally able to look past his 
disabilities and my discomfort. I still think of Chris 
from time to time, and I hope he’s doing well. I wish I 
could say I have been cured of being too serious, for 
that is not the case. But, I am learning slowly, and I 
guess that’s really what matters.  † 
 
Camping Out at the Airport   Deacon George Szalony 

It is Tuesday, May 3, 2016.  This day has the potential 
to be the fourth day in a row that we will be hosting 
passengers overnight at Charlotte Douglas Airport. 

The chaplaincy team is part of the “irregular 
emergency response group.”  This means we respond 
to either an e-mail or telephone call - usually around 
10 p.m. – to help distribute cots, pillows and blankets 
to passengers who did not make their connections 
due to a variety of conditions.  We also walk the 
concourses telling people that these items will be 
available around midnight or 1 a.m. depending on 
departing/arriving flights in the “D” gate area.   

We bring the tired, but smiling face of the iterant 
rabbi, Jesus, to people who are emotionally upset, 
angry, frustrated, confused, scared, and sometimes 
just plain mad. Before sharing about these people, 
there are so many more who thank us for being 
present, helping get them and often their families 
settled down for a night on canvas cots, thin blankets, 
and a pillow big enough for an eight-year-old head. 
Did I mention that the lights stay on most of the night 

and the food places start serving around 6 a.m.? 

Most of you know this, but when a person has no 
control over a life situation and is being told what will 
and won’t happen, they respond in many ways. 
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Our Deacon Journey Deacon Mark J. King 

Many of us struggle as we stand in front of the 
mirror and insert the plastic tongue depressor 
into our clerical shirts soon after ordination. 
Those of us ordained to the diaconate, those in 
formation, and those discerning the diaconate 
comprise an odd bunch. We are teachers, 
doctors, salesmen, and many of us are also 
husbands, dads, and grandfathers. The average 
Catholic knows little of our formation program, 
the sacrifices we and our families make, and is 
clueless about the vocation of deacon. For many 
of us, life has been a series of surprises, twists 
and turns, periods of joy and exhilaration 
sprinkled with disappointment. Somehow 
though, different as we are, we share a common 
path. As deacons, it’s part of the diaconal 
charism to be chosen, blessed, broken and given 
as we respond to the call to serve.  

Like many new deacons, I could recite parts of 
the catechism, canon law, scripture, and various 
rubrics; I knew we said the things in black and 
did the things in red. I knew how to "do" 
deacon, but not how to "be" deacon. Years later, 
I'm still learning and discerning. 

I began my ministry as a people-pleaser. I said 
"yes" to anything that was asked, to the 
detriment of my family. Assist at all the Masses 
this weekend, sure! Take a vacation day from 
work to cover a committal, sure! Give up a 
Saturday morning to offer a prayer somewhere, 
sure! I’ve heard that "A pastor who is motivated 
primarily by the need for the three A's- 
affirmation, acceptance and approval- soon 
becomes overwhelmed by the three P's- 
pooped, perplexed and pathetic." The same 
might be said of new deacons.   

My spiritual director helped me realize that my 
little "fiats" weren't in response to what God 
was calling me to do, rather they were all about 
me and my ego. This priest-friend had me put a 
sticky note on my mirror encouraging me to 
"just say no," and if pushed, to add, "I'm sorry 
you feel that way, but my answer is still no." 
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You already know there are many things we will 
be asked to do as deacons. Before you say yes, 
ask yourself if this is something that needs a 
deacon or if someone else can help. You’re not 
necessarily called to do this. 

Who's It All About? 

In a Church that argues arcane points among 
those claiming to be believers, in a Church trying 
to remain relevant in an age of rampant 
secularism and relativism, in a Church of right 
versus left, who is God calling me to be as a 
deacon? So often deacons are defined by what 
they do, not by who they are. Does the deacon 
say the right things at the right time? Does he 
make sure Mass runs smoothly and the servers 
are queued at the right time? Is he a good 
preacher? Who is God calling you to be, and how 
do you know?  

Do yourself, your wife and your parishioners a 
favor, seek out a qualified spiritual director to 
journey with you. Most dioceses require, or at 
least suggest, that clergy have spiritual directors. 
Such an arrangement is not unique to clergy, 
and the requirement is certainly not unique to 
Catholic clergy.   

Diakonia 

You have been chosen for this vocation (taken), 
you have been ordained (blessed), you have been 
or are being or will be broken- facing difficult 
times in your ministry, in your relationship with 
God, or even "dark nights" as described by some 
of the saints as you journey, and all of us are 
given through our ministry of charity and service. 
Do we really think we can do this on our own, 
without a wise and holy guide?  † 

About the author 

Deacon Mark J. King was ordained to the 
permanent diaconate in June 2005 for the 
Diocese of Norwich, Connecticut. He is currently 
serving at St. Gabriel Parish, Charlotte, NC 
(Diocese of Charlotte). Deacon Mark has been 
married to his wife, Susan, thirty years, and they 
have three beautiful and talented children. 

 

 



 
 

A Yes I Will Never Regret       

Deacon John Martino 

Remembering back 19 years ago, there was a 
need for someone to teach guitar lessons to 
young teenage boys at the Western Youth 
Institute in Morganton. Millicent, our (former) 
church organist, asked if I would be interested. 
And so it was, through her persistence, that I 
finally said yes – a yes I will never regret. 
 
During those next six years, every two weeks 
on Wednesday evenings, six teenage boys 
participated in group lessons. Every six 
months, another group of six boys were 
selected for the lessons. When each group 
came together, they chose two or three 
spiritual songs and practiced them in the 
weeks ahead. They learned the different 
chords and notes, and at times their fingers 
were sore from the practicing.   
 

But they kept coming, and the outcome was 
much more than just guitar lessons. They 
learned songs that were sung for the 
Christmas service, the Easter service, and 
special events during the year. They worked 
towards a goal and found meaning in getting 
ready for the upcoming event or religious 
service. For each of them, a renewed spirit of 
self-worth and self-giving was evident through 
their music.     
 

Due to job responsibilities, I had to give up this 
ministry. But the time spent with those 
teenage boys planted a seed within me, a 
desire to do prison ministry. So after I retired, 
the opportunity to do prison ministry became 
a reality again. Along with seven members of 
Saint Charles, we now lead an 
interdenominational worship service with 35 
to 45 teenage boys 17 years of age and 
younger. Through music and liturgy, we see a 
renewed spirit of self-worth and feel we are 
making a difference in the few lives that we 
touch at the Foothills Correctional Institution. 

 

 

Every time one of those young boys comes to 
worship, it is their own choice to be there that 
Sunday afternoon. Without a doubt, when they 
step into that chapel, it is a step forward in 
becoming the young person God wants them to 
be. We know this through the personal 
encounters we have with them: 

 When they ask, are you coming back 

 When a young teenager’s Catholic faith is 
challenged, and you reassure him of his 
Christian belief in Jesus 

 When a 15 year old thinks God has abandoned 
him, and you help him realize God’s presence 
in his life 

 When you pray with a 17 year old who wants 
to be the father he never had 

 When you share hope and joy with a 16 year 
old due to be released in three weeks 

 
Many of you participate in prison and jail 
ministries. Through your ministry, you too impact 
in similar ways those you touch regardless of age. 
I am thankful for the many deacons, deacon 
wives, and others that say yes in being part of this 
ministry. I hope you can say, “It is a yes, I will 
never regret.”  † 
 

In God We Trust?     Deacon Ruben Tamayo 
 

God gives us every reason to trust Him. We read 
throughout both the Old and New Testaments 
that God is trustworthy. One example is Psalm 
145: “The Lord is trustworthy in every word, and 
faithful in every work.” 
 
The Bible is also littered with plenty of examples 
of humanity deciding that God and His ways 
should not be trusted, doing things their way, and 
then suffering the painful consequences of their 
petulance and obstinacy. Here are two examples: 

 Adam and Eve disobey God, not because their 
lives aren’t all good and full of blessings, but 
because the serpent plants a seed of doubt 
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in them about God’s love for them. 
 

 The Israelites create a golden calf and 
worship it despite the great miracles 
God performed for them simply 
because Moses took “too long” to 
return from his meeting with God at Mt. 
Sinai. 

 

So, why does this pattern, i.e. our continually 
turning our backs on God despite His proven 
faithfulness to us, keep repeating over and 
over throughout all of history and in our lives 
today? The short answer is because we 
provide Satan with an opening to drive a 
wedge, pride, between us and God. God is 
always trustworthy. How about us humans? 
Sadly, not so much. St. Teresa of Avila says 
this well: “Consider seriously how quickly 
people change, and how little trust is to be 
had in them; and hold fast to God, who does 
not change.” 
 

 
 
Satan, whom Jesus calls the “Father of Lies” 
(John 8:44) appeals to our pride and 
attachment to earthly vices to convince us 
that he is the one who is trustworthy, not 
God. After all, God doesn’t give us what we 
want when we want, so God must be lying 
when He tells us that He loves us? God even 
lets us suffer – what kind of love is that?! We 
are foolish to fall for these lies!!! 
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This is reminiscent of the scene from the Disney-
animated film, the Jungle Book, where Kaa, the 
serpent, hypnotizes the young boy Mowgli while 
singing: “Trust in me, just in me, shut your eyes, 
trust in me.” Kaa obviously doesn’t care about 
the well-being of the boy – he just wants to gain 
control of him to eat him. “Your opponent the 
devil is prowling around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8) 
comes to mind. 
 

The good news is that God gives us free will, and 
Satan has no power over us. But we must grow 
in humility and recognize that we always need 
God’s help – God who is always trustworthy. 
St. Vincent de Paul provides great advice on this 
point: “The most powerful weapon to conquer 
the devil is humility. For, as he does not know at 
all how to employ it, neither does he know how 
to defend himself from it.” 
 
Reflection based on the Mass readings for the 
3rd Thursday of Lent 2015: Jeremiah 7:23-28, 
Psalm 95, and Luke 11:14-23.  † 
 
Always be Prepared!      Deacon Lee Levenson 
 
As a catechist for several years prior to my 
ordination, I taught children and adults 
preparing for their sacraments. I also enjoyed 
conducting workshops for Catholics who desired 
to know more about their faith and who wished 
to become more fluent with Sacred Scripture. 
These workshops were often held on Sunday 
evenings, and were light-hearted gatherings, 
offering apologetic guidance, pizza, good humor, 
fellowship, and childcare for young moms and 
dads who wished to attend. In preparation for 
these workshops, I became enamored with the 
words contained in the heart of 1 Peter 3:15-16: 
 

“Always be ready to give an explanation 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
your hope, but do it with gentleness and 
reverence.” 
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This passage not only fueled my desire to 
be a more effective, charitable apologist for 
our beautiful 2000-year-old Catholic faith, 
but continues to guide me in my diaconal 
ministry. 1 Pt 3:15-16 appears on my 
business cards and stationery. 
 
Ten years after ordination, I continue to 
conduct workshops, to catechize children 
and adults in my diaconal ministry, and 
occasionally serve as DRE and RCIA leader 
at several parishes. I was also privileged this 
year to teach apologetics to the men in 
diaconate formation for the Diocese of 
Palm Beach. 
 
This scriptural exhortation continues to 
sustain me when dealing with honest 
inquiries about Catholic teachings and 
doctrine. It has also made me more patient 
and understanding when confronted with 
hostile attacks upon our Church, guiding me 
to gently ask the challenger to re-state his 
or her objection in an effort to better 
understand their position. This provides the 
opportunity to deconstruct their argument 
and present our Catholic faith in a 
reasonable, calm, and logical manner.  
 
I decided early in my diaconal career to 
truly embrace the message embodied in 
First Peter “To always be ready.” When first 
reporting to a new parish, I always commit 
to the pastor and other priests that 
whenever I serve as deacon, I will have read 
and contemplated the readings; if called 
upon, even at the last minute, I would be 
prepared and willing to preach. This is a 
solemn commitment, one that has been 
well received by most priests. 
 
After an initial “test drive” to ensure that I 
could live up to that promise, I have often 
been called upon to preach on short notice. 
 
 
 

 

Moreover, preparing to preach for each Mass-- 
whether called upon or not--is an excellent 
practice. It not only broadens our participation 
and appreciation of the Mass, but the Liturgy of 
the Word comes alive as a result. 
 

Living and embracing the message of 1 Pt 3:15-16 
allows me to serve the people of God, my 
brother priests and deacons called to Holy 
Orders, and truly enables me to be a better, 
more understanding, and welcoming deacon. † 
 
Diocesan Association of Permanent Deacons              
Deacon Michael Goad 

Here are the names submitted for year 2017 DAD 
(Diocesan Association of Permanent Deacons): 

President-Michael Goad 
Vice President-Tom McGahey 
Secretary-Jim Bozik 
Treasurer-Vince Shaw 
 
Selecting Aspirants for the Next Formation Class 
Deacon Scott Gilfillan 
 
In the world of diaconate formation, we’ve got a 
lot going on in the next two years, and we can 
use your help. In addition to completing the 
formation for the present candidates, we’ll also 
be holding information sessions and accepting 
applications for men who may be invited to the 
next formation class. Next fall, we’ll begin an 
aspirancy program to run concurrently with the 
current formation program.   

We presently have over 50 men on our ‘active 
inquiry list,’ men who have asked about the 
diaconate and seem keenly interested in taking 
the next step. The formation team and diaconate 
leadership will conduct an information session 
with all of these inquirers and their wives, now 
scheduled January 21, 2017. Attendance is 
required for any who wish to apply to the 
program.   
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At the conclusion of the information session, 
we will open the application window for any 
who wish to apply to the next formation class. 
The window will close April 1, 2017, and will 
not reopen for another four years. Once the 
inquirer has submitted his application 
materials, a team of trained interviewers will 
conduct admission interviews with the 
applicant and his wife.   

Based on the applications and the 
recommendations from the interviewers, we’ll 
make our recommendations to the bishop on 
who we believe should continue on the 
‘aspirant path;’ a one-year journey to “discern 
the capability and readiness of an aspirant to 
be nominated to the bishop for acceptance as 
a candidate for diaconal ordination.” (National 
Directory) 

At the conclusion of aspirancy, we will again 
make recommendations to the bishop on who 
we think should continue on to formation. 
Ordination for those who complete the process 
will likely be in the year 2022.   

Here is how you can help: 

 Pray for all of the inquirers to the 
diaconate - for their clear discernment 
on God’s plan and purpose for their life. 
Pray also for those who the Lord is 
calling to the diaconate but have not 
yet responded to that call. 
 

 Consider joining the interview team 
(spring 2017) or the aspirancy team 
(begins fall 2017). Our aspirancy and 
formation programs have benefited 
magnificently from widespread 
participation of our deacons and their 
wives. Let me know of your interest as 
soon as you can so that we can begin 
planning the training and approach. 
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 Ask men you know who may have an 
interest in the diaconate to contact me. 
Encourage those who have not completed 
Lay Ministry to enroll immediately! 

Thank you for all you have done to help in the 
formation of the deacons in our diocese. Blessings 
on your ministries! 

Deacon Scott Gilfillan, Director of Formation, 
Email:  deacon.scott@att.net, Cell:  828-261-6375 
 
Select from among you seven reputable men, filled 
with the Spirit and wisdom.  Acts 6 † 
 
Homiletics for Formation Candidates 
Deacon Ed Konarski 
 
The 15 couples currently in diaconal formation are 
beginning their third year. Traditionally, this is the 
year when they initiate their study and practicum 
in Homiletics. During the practicum period, the 
candidates will deliver homilies and will be 
provided with helpful feedback from listeners. The 
formation team is asking experienced deacons to 
serve as the audience and to provide feedback to 
the candidates. The classes will be held on January 
21, February 4, February 18, March 4, and March 
18, 2017. All classes will be held at the Catholic 
Conference Center in Hickory and will run from 10 
a.m. to noon. You may volunteer for all of the 
sessions, a couple, or just one. This is an important 
aspect of formation, and we rely heavily on the 
experience of our deacons to provide the support 
and feedback needed for the men to find their 
voice, that they might become the effective 
preachers God desires and that parishioners need.  
Any deacons and deacon wives who are interested 
in being a part of this Homiletics feedback team, or 
have questions about participation, should contact 
Deacon Ed Konarski via email  
ekonarski@charter.net as soon as you are able. 
We are hoping to put together a large team to 
support the candidates. Thank you for your 
consideration of our request. † 
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When God says “Surprise!” part 2 
Deacon Kevin Williams 
 
Wow! What a year it’s been. In my last 
article, I shared about my career change 
from retail to working for my parish, leading 
the youth group on a part-time basis. Then, 
earlier this summer, Deacon David Reiser, 
who is our DRE, RCIA director, and office 
manager, saw that he had too much on his 
plate and needed some help. So, they 
offered me a full-time position. In addition to 
leading the youth group, I am now leading 
the English-speaking RCIA and assisting 
David with the Confirmation program. 
 
When I lost my job in architecture in 2008, I 
kind of dreamed that one day I would like to 
find something working in ministry. I didn’t 
really know what that might look like, but it 
felt like something I’d like to do. I had no 
idea if it would ever happen, and after six 
and a half years in retail, I started to wonder 
if it was just a dream. I did a lot of praying, 
and I could definitely sense God saying that I 
needed to be patient. But, I didn’t really 
know if He would ever say “yes.” 
 
Then, as 2015 ended, things fell into place 
for me to lead our youth group. I had never 
worked in youth ministry before. I didn’t 
know how well I would be able to relate to 
the kids. A part of me felt a little intimidated, 
yet I was at peace with it. Now that I’ve been 
doing that for eight months, I’ve really come 
to enjoy it. It isn’t a large group, but the kids 
want to be there, and they are open to 
learning more about our faith. That is so 
cool. I’ve also realized that I love these kids. 
The first time I realized that, I said, “Thank 
you, God.”  
 
Now comes another major transition. I’ve 
never worked in a Confirmation program 
before, and while I’ve taught RCIA classes, 
I’ve never been the program leader. But my 
experience with the youth group has taught 
me a valuable lesson. While there is a  

learning curve to go through, I can trust God to 
help me grow into the position. I don’t need to 
worry that I haven’t done this before. With David’s 
help, I’ll figure out the details, and God will give me 
every grace I need to do this, and He’ll help me do 
it for His glory.  
 
AMDG (for the greater glory of God) † 
 
Welcome to the Diocese of Charlotte 

Deacon Charles Dietsch was granted faculties and 
assigned to Sacred Heart in Brevard. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Due to the generous number of submissions, we were 
not able to include all of the articles in this edition. We 
expect to include the remaining articles in the next 
issue. 

 

PRAYER FOR DAILY LIFE    Theresa Williams 

Jesus be my friend and help me to be a friend. 
Guide me when I’m unsure. Strengthen me against 
temptation. Give me courage to shine Your light 
within me for all to see. When I’m afraid and 
anxious, please send Your Spirit to calm and 
comfort me. I know you would never leave me, but 
I am Your child who needs loving reassurance at 
times. Father, teach me Your ways. Please be 
patient. Sometimes the lessons are not easy. Help 
me to be the gift to this world that You intend me 
to be. When my mission is complete, may this 
world be better for my having been here. Amen.  † 
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NECROLOGY: 
Deacon Robert Dotson – July 7, 2016 
Deacon Steve Horai – July 11, 2016 
Maria Marini – July 11, 2016 
Ladis Zimmerle – September 7, 2016 
 


